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Kong Hui: a representational uniqueness of Piphat Dukdambhan ensemble

as a crossed-border musical instrument
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Abstract

In most cases, a musical instrument is the main element of music. Beyond the
sound output produced by instruments, this paper attempts to examine an aspect of musical
instruments' existence known as the ontology of musical instruments. Furthermore, the
purpose of this paper is to investigate the presence of a particular instrument in traditional
Thai music and to consider the historical, functional, and social aspects of Kong Hui
construction. From gongs crossing the Thai-Myanmar border as goods that necessitate the
coordination of benefits among diverse ethnic communities. In contrast, the Kong Hui was
not recognised as a Thai musical instrument in the border trading field prior to its crossing.
As a result of Thai musicians serving to select gongs, their meaning and social status have
been altered. Adaptations to Thai characteristics are made in the Kong Huai construction
procedure for the gongs. As a consequence, the gongs would assume the function of a Thai
musical instrument. The process involves modifying the Thai tuning system in order to create

an instrument that is uniquely distinctive within the Piphat Dukdambhan ensemble.

Keywords: Kong Hui, border-crossing, Ontology, Piphat Dukdambhan
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