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Abstract

Filmmaking by the Siamese began to flourish towards the end of the 1910s, and both
the actualities and the feature films, which were first produced in 1927, profoundly
documented the history of Siamese society's interactions with modernity. This essay argues
that early Siamese films were not born as superficial and were simply imitated from other
popular foreign films. Rather, they were better regarded as the product of the crystallization
of modernity in Siam itself. This modernity manifested itself in urbanization, technological
exposure, metropolitan chaos, a sense of speed, and sensational crazes. This article seeks to
show that the modernity expressions displayed in these films were also present in other

cultural productions from the same time period, such as literature.
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