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From Sao Kruefah to Kasalong, Songpeep, and Sompoi: the construction of
Lanna women'’s images under Western concepts of

gender duality and patriarchy

Kittiya Moonsarn?

Abstract

Lanna (northern Thai) women’s images have been constructed by Siam (previous
Thailand) and reproduced in media. Images of well-mannered, sweet, innocent women have
been produced for the purposes of tourism, and reproduced in literatures, films, and TV
dramas. These images have become stereotypes of Lanna women. These constructed images
are influenced by Western concepts of gender duality while pre-modern Lanna concept of
genders do not strongly reflect gender duality or patriarchy. This article compares pre-modern
Thai and Lanna concepts of gender and after the arrival of Western concepts of gender in
Siam. This article investigates examples from Thai films and TV dramas by showing that Lanna
women’s images are dominated within the framework of gender duality and patriarchy.
However, the construction of Lanna women’s images recently have shown signs of diversity
and it indicates Lanna concepts of gender which recognize women’s roles, freedom, and

power.

Keywords: Women, Lanna, gender duality, patriarchy
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2005:887)
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