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Thai Middle Class’s Narratives about Self-Reliance, 2540s-2550s BC

Prakan Klinfoong®

Abstract

This article studies the concept of self-reliance in the emotional expression of a group of
Thai middle-class. It investigates two types of activities: traveling to self-reliant communities,
and self-reliant agricultural-based entrepreneurship. The main sources are the writings,
records, reports, videos, and other media on the internet of those activities. The 1997
economic crisis changed the Thai middle-class’s attitude over the relationship between
Thailand and globalization. Their optimism, a result from the prosperous economy in the
previous decade, was turned upside down. In the meantime, the concept of self-sufficiency
economy of King Rama IX of which the notion of self-reliance was essential, was promoted by
Thai authorities. As a result, narratives of their traveling to self-reliant communities and self-
reliant agricultural-based entrepreneurship were an emotional expression of the Thai middle-
class. Their hopes for better situations in Thai society and their own private lives were

expressed through those narratives.

Keywords: self-reliance, 1997 economic crisis, optimism, community-based tourism, entrepreneur
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Tduguinistous Walemalientulugsunazaumldlsidandnu Adudntesmmilsite
LHEUNSLUIMATan UL LU ULATYg RTINS Lantdsdy afndmansgiunnduglng iy
fiwinasuan dsladeuyguruvesnuliannsofiuedudueimsld wiiuAnwainiasnis
wrfuioganumsevdsluanfanssunadiasng nezususdiung wezususssuidiulnans
watstvasdionmenuetasaes enseaubiluunamisdeus aulgniiudrsindieuinnii
10 Asaunsa urazasauatuUgniislaglalldaaed dedldliuuuldesmusssuni Ugnayulns
ievinenfnuilia uazngrgumeaiaieviefivdniindnldivdeAudely (Chethanat Kunnin:
Phuyaibanfairaeengnamthimphalitahanplotphai, 2014, pp. 83-85)

6. d3U
dovvestiufinnisviesilorgusunasfusznoaunisinynsienuLesusI9szUUAMAN
vangUsznsismivasfuunaumndunsanissindheamuduiussenindanaindfudsaine
Tunmssudeunidy isldfuiunnmiuuninedududsaulugauad Heduauduius
madaeniiaudeudedsendeihiladeilelioninenisuiu feuassghafivuumlnedien
gAuaNyYIaLANLUAIENSNEINTEITUYIA YIUIIAUVUFIUVRRNEATNTIN UT1AaInnIsidansiadl
inumsnssdnieAuielfinnnimaniiions neeuienpainnisusnuazemaunandlvies g
Tngldn1ssaunguiedotisuaznmsiirdeduilnalaenss mslddnlududaidiugg sasialddu
dunisoamsadedsaugauafivuidendeliiAnauguanudssiulanasaududula ARenss
vosnuiiulilfifmadeliinussloniamzauiity udfuusslovidediua neliAnany
mwi’qdwﬁuﬁmwmmiummﬁ?mzmmmLﬁuﬁawﬁwmﬂ’mﬁﬂmmmwgﬁwmﬂizma wazilu
MnguiiunmesUssmdlueunansely
ynfinnsananidesailuunduiinnsvieadisiyuvuiisnuiesuazUsznounsinunsnssy 819
nanalédn ndsannsuiumuInduInvesivingaiasugaiidulussainuinnina A
yeviusdetagtusuninniisazsoounaaiiduludennuliuiuey wammanisfisauesld
naneufuanunisimivaseutunandlnglugiugmumsresnmsufdgmmaasvgia uiuamns
finlugdasnmitsseduiiaanyaaaiiannsaldnissznevendnnunsdunisiioagiieuay
asouats laghidesaniuieulssdumiloudinludios Snfsdaduuumsgdasnimuesdsnsing
soszuuaswgianuisulanduiuiiu autunananguinuissmelneininenssssunfiigay
auysal Tausssuduinuvesyuvuluruuy faenrdesiuuuimafisnuomaasugia nslaidan
wuiududatidusudonuedumsaiuumsiuesdlfiietusiegalugUssmdeneliiia
mwEniFendn enudala Wisuldiuanuidndlelsifiususouresdaiusiisgnieiiedies
Hrououguasaitostunuas Aesq wnswengoutuanainiaiu Wuiwiusiivsiaainarsfiv
Uaoadesdoinanieduilnauazdaoafofsdedsnmmazidunisluiislevesanuduiug
marswgiauuylmifiazthindenslneglugemaniisiunsd By
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