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Grammatical Functions and Meanings of the word /nam/ in Northeastern

Thai dialect

Sumalee Phonkhunsap®

Itsarate Dolphen®

Abstract

The objectives of this article are to study grammatical functions and meanings of the
word “/vop/” in northeastern Thai dialect. This article is a synchronic study. The data are
complied from document, online database, and northeastern Thai dialect spoken in daily life
since King Rama IX — present (1946-2020). The structural grammar of Vichin Panupong (1993)
and Navavan Bandhumedha framework (2011) are adopted to categorize word functions and
discuss word meanings respectively.

The results of grammatical functions and meanings of the word “/vop/” in
northeastern Thai dialect are found that “/vop/” is functionally used as verb, preposition,
adverb and conjunction. Semantically, “/vow” is interpreted as 1. to arrive concrete

movement, distributing not only to noun phrases such as human, animal but place and object

» o« » o«

also. The meaning is compared with “/roc—|u/ /ﬂﬂrroﬂu/ /roc—|una—|/” in standard Thai.
2) Imitation 2. Preposition containing three sub group meanings are 1) coordinative agent or
coordinative agent with another one, doing actions each other interpretated as “/ko3n/”
“/8v LLal/” in standard Thai. 2) to arrive concrete movement 3) to arrive abstract movements
referred to /vap/ can be compared semantically as “/TOL—|M/” in standard Thai. 3. Adverb
containing two sup group meanings are 1) coordinative agent with another one, doing actions
each other. 2) coordinative agent with another action which is meant “/8v |Lal/” in standard
Thai/vaps adverb is capable of distributing as a modifier after verb individually. /voy
preposition consisting of noun and noun phrase has to be distributed obligately and usually

at the final position. 4. Conjunction containing two sup group meanings arel) to show rationale

? Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University Email:
kookkik_kb@hotmail.com
¢ Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University Email:
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2) to reveal relation of event which is interpreted equally as “/mHpl 1 L//” in standard Thai,

occurring constantly after the word “/mev/”.

Keywords: Grammatical Function, Polyseme, Verb, Northeastern Thai dialect, Synchronic study
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