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Teak: Imperialism and the Role of Britain in the Siamese - Lanna Relations
before 1899 °

Araya Farungsang®

ABSTRACT
This article argues that economic interests from teak trade and teak concessions are crucial
factors that led to the direct control of Lanna by Siam, and the abolition of the colonial status
of Lanna in 1899 and the annexation of Lanna territory. Unlike conventional assumptions, namely,
Britain giving Siam no choices and thus forcing Siam to protect Lanna from Britain, this article finds,
the huge interests of teak trade and the role of Britain in teak issues in Lanna had led Siam to
control Lanna directly and Fully, replacing the system of loosely governing Lanna before the
Chiang Mai Treaty in 1874. Such a process occurred amidst the growth of imperialism which
directly affected all states around. Britain’s Bowring Treaty signed by Siam and the allowance of
Lanna leaders which enabled British traders to freely conduct teak trade, followed by the same-
contents treaties signed by Siam and other 14 states have greatly satisfied Britain and resulted in
a no-colonial status for Siam. The results of imperialism in Siam and Lanna thus differed from
those in other states. Consequently, Siam had become a semi-colonial state. However, despite
having suffered a number of disadvantages with western nations, Siam was able to maintain her
traditional political regime, pursuing her colonizing scheme, destroying local power of the colonies

step by step, and finally annexing Lanna to become a part of the Siamese Kingdom.

Keywords: Teak, Lanna, Siam, Britain, Imperialism

A part of M.A. thesis entitled, “Teak: Development of Power Relations Patterns between Lanna, Siam, and Britain A.D. 1874-
1960”

* M.A. student in Pol. Sc. (Politics and Government), Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration, Chiang Mai University.
Email: araya.frs@gmail.com
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Fud1d1 “dnsassAden” (mperialism) S51ndnviuna1nd1dn 4052350 (empire) viadgfiain
mmw%’ﬂi‘éﬂwﬁmmia%mmLLazi’mi’mLm@:ﬁuuasammuﬁasﬂ,myjmmmL%’wﬁaaﬁumﬂﬁmiﬂﬂmaq
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\Andsiii3end1 m3uanaIuiu (Over-Production) waznuaiu (Surplus Capital) dufignudnesnsn
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Aunsuduiiiessunsdumemannnssuuaznisasulagiamzgnaimnssudmeuazlany (John Hobson,
1902) 1WuLReu Viadimir Lenin (1870-1924) uaz Rudolf Hilferding (1877-1941) #i3a 1zl
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vuzifeafusadilfauduasesndunudng weyuimvesmemisldmlaiuty Sednduliuenu
\amsdseendudludifuuausiosimuniioverenarnlinniy mszUsemadesiamningiusaim
Dudwaunnednanssaugn ANRus LLﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ%éﬁUﬁgmnum’m (Limmanee, 2007, pp. 142-
145)
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2398 deuvinauddeyeyu1ise (Bowring Treaty) fudingy

2417 agvhauddygdedvldudingy atudl 1 (The First Chiang Mai Treaty)

2426 agnvhauddygudedvsidudingy atufl 2 (The Second Chiang Mai Treaty)
2428 Sinquindnnseduieiiasyne

2428 Sanquaurluasarumiinssfiany miviavunanegniglinisunasesesuifvduiis
2434 danguinmsotnIzuasiiien

Foyaninmsnsil 1 azoulfifunisueesunsvesinsssnsinguicluedeld ledsenad
FeasTueanuagnivesainside dalisimunuinnisatermiauvesdingulunivdusg aenuin
AULAUTBU ammlé’mmﬂummwﬁﬂmawwmﬂﬁndwmqisﬂawméu uagdmiafiusngdatau
Aenfunsuesiunavesdingumsdnfunasingiv sildudude “lidn”

lignidufisdnlursniwesgsiagramnsmugedoluglsuuasnmsdnieafumesimedliide
wie nanafte nsfiFerdunivuedidrdny grldvislunisuudsdud nsdsu uagnsidunislnaduniy
aunmvaslifautieduddndienisaiiaie fiuin g3fegreFovesslsusinldliSadutaniums
eiFovunlng nswivingalildasuviaunay 1glsudsiunuilidniinuadivarsysznnsuaslon
wiunliifoudesiingun Ao fnrwamuudauss gavgu uazdnllatininlile g Hredesiusegnlaum
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warluduUsinudsoanliidneae we. 2399-2409 Aufiuiuann 28,779 fu 1Uu 118,976 fu ﬁé’wﬁ’ty
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