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Observations on Buddhism in the Thai middle class, The power of karma and

The Concept of the 5 precepts: From origin to contemporary phenomenon

Asa Kumpha’

Saichol Sattayanurak®

Abstract

The Buddhism of the Thai middle class is a new social and cultural phenomenon that has
just emerged during the past few decades. From a broader perspective, the findings of this
study are that the Buddhism of the Thai middle class is based on two important concepts:
1) a belief in "the power of karma", which is the traditional core value of Thai people. The
belief has had a profound influence on the worldview of the Thai middle-class Buddhists for
a long time. This has never been challenged, and has been reproduced and appeared in new
forms in the various types of media; and 2) "the concept of 5 precepts", which is the Buddhist
ethics (new) that has been used as a criterion to assess “good Buddhists”. The concept is also
the moral knowledge that the Thai state and the Thai elites have been trying to impose on
the citizens through education systems since the period of absolute monarchy. Later on, this
influence was passed onto the Thai middle class. However, “the power of karma" and “the
concept of 5 precepts" can be seen clearly in the group of middle-class Buddhists who give
importance to concepts in “Vipassana meditation”. This view can be seen in Dhamma books,
some of which are "best-sellers", and are written by secular authors. And some of these
viewpoints can be seen from the organizations of the new middle-class Buddhist Thais. In
addition, it may be observed that that the middle-class Thai Buddhists often give importance
to the notions of "true Buddhism" and “artificial Buddhism" can be traced back to find their

historical roots.

Keywords Buddhism, Thai middle class, The power of karma, The concept of 5 precepts
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(Kasi, n.d., p. 15-17)
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(Phonkrit Narut Kanya, 2015, p.142-144)

MNNE1IBLNTIVLDN VIAUZTDINGNAIYAYE “Tuda UAN1” F1IUINN UMY TeImINLANIT N3
UftAdaaulilvBedlnad mnudidudedidglunsndndinliiuainisasnssunagigasans ms
s¥Annssudidaannedmlaviiliinidunevesiyvnisveslndnssuuniinssuunensennny el
LLﬁlé’ﬂi@@Mﬂﬁﬁu ﬁﬁuzLﬂiuﬁ/mzaaejuugmﬁmLﬁmﬁuﬁwaauﬁum Na0asey Fasuly wvs Tndumn
Tu FmTadiys fuudidesmauinss wasluiruzfotusosuisndnvemilvde wasames
i@omeaumelailasiu (2547) Tao fnga fegluanualesgranievnseseiidusiwmsey
Funandlne defindrandeunthil nszdu Asflenadadudedunaiie UftRnsuazaudoludes
“Srunaudingsa-“nsuingsn” veswutunandlnewani Tnsuisudduasieuriruzsumesms
AU BT e TS MAUILUUYTItY snnusfdurmvstudunandlneduesidnuduuaau
Ay “linms” f1ag wiun vesmmsmauinuuyt Tnedidesniiuluiies “srunausianssy’
Haffomsusrummnssnsuaravasiisdinaneg fusutuiidosniiflddsunanisnindes

253



uywemansas 0 21 auui 3

v o §fw

Lagn1sIuNINWe Melutunatsszauuullautsrutugdivedsnduiusiuugy
wianflognasuuuuiulaiduvifiu (McDanial, 2011)

a

ANSWALAINULTD

a3U wazAdudeving

mﬂﬁﬂdnm%Lﬁuié”jmwamauwawu%uaawiw&Jﬁ?uLﬂuﬂiﬁﬂgﬂﬁiﬂimaﬁmui’wuﬁiiﬂmﬁ
daintuslidiszeznaldinassed deddnvaundudiunauseninsenomni -nl ogned
toddty il grudeidseguundn “Srunauwienssy” uay “wlumifa 57 fasvfeusutsngnisal
$awadteiu nanldiudufedudsvesnngnisallvglunginssuuasluiaug wuuriwmsey
Funanslnefiuinssudafaudunyuazaruuandimainuais gs wmsmauisudunaidinedsd
Uszifud enseilemsliaszvingAnssumadiny naonauaiudnainude szuunman ensual
AWEEn AuwduyNLeswesiiduazsingnisalrnag l§8nunn 017 AAMsnsenauILUUR 3
movauainsiedmsentunuuiaian Usingnisal “%aﬂ"ﬁmgmmmsé” - “AIUNINTEOTIUR” VD9
yrsrutunansiveg Taudsnmsiaturesussaumean “wilsidon” Afuualtuvesniadulgiaus
WUy “Tne21” wndunndt uenand msfnwwnsaauisudunaislvedienaamisn finasun
WisulgudniugnuAnyuuesaina wu wwiAnesdouiulsswsulee (liberalism and Democracy)
180 Auvaidudulssiuinuniiiehaudlasgndndasely

254



uywemansas 0 21 auui 3
References

Anderson, B. (1977). Withdrawal Symptoms: Social and Cultural Aspect of the October 6
Coup. Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars. 9(3). 13-30.

Bangyikan, S. (2009) kao kham tham praden thi rao songsai kieokap phut satsana [9 questions
about Buddhism.]. a day, 9(108).

Buaban, J. (2017) khrai khu phu kamnot phruttikam thi mosom khong phra? [ Who sets
Proper behavior of monks] Retrieved from https://prachatai.com/journal/2017/11/73914

Chansongseang, W. (2006). mokkhaphalaram: aram anpen kamlang pen kamlang haeng
khwam lutphon [Mokkhaphalaram: Monastery of liberation]. Sarakadee, 22(225). 98-109.

Chanthornwong, S (2006). bot phichan waduai wannakam kanmuang lee prawattisat [Review
of literature, politics and history]. Bangkok: Khobfai.

Chaturan, N. (n.d.). phuttholoyi luangpho Charan son kan charcenphra kammathan duai
satipattathan si [“Phuttholoyi” Reverend Father Charan teaches meditation by the
Consciousness 4]. Bangkok: Phraphutsatsanaprakat.

Chuangsakun, S. (1993). khwam plianpleeng khong khana song suksa korani thammayutiknikai
Pho.So. 2368 — 2464 [Changes of the clergy A case study of thammayut doctrine, 1825-
1921]. Journal of Letters, 25(1-2). 44-73.

Dangtrin. (2004). siada khon tai mai daian (Phim khrang thi samsipet) [Sadly, the dead didn't
read it (38th ed.)]. Bangkok: DMG.

Faosriwong, N. (1984). pakkai lee bai rua ruam khwam riang waduai wannakam lze
prawattisat ton Rattanakosin [Pen and Sail: Literature and history of the early
Rattanakosin period] Bangkok: Amarin.

Eaosriwong, N. (1993). watthanatham khong chon chan klang Thai [Culture of the Thai middle
class]. Journal of Thammasat, 19(1). 31-41.

Kasi, P. (n.d.) chiwit likhit duai kam [Destined life with karma] Bangkok: Liengchaeng

Kittiarsa, P. (2012). Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today. Bangkok:
Silkworm.

McDaniel, J, (2011). The Lovelorn Ghost and The Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand. NY: Columbia University Press.

Matcharoen, W. (1993). baeprian sangkhommasuksa kap kanklomklao thangkan muang nai
samai chomphon sarit thanarat: suksa korani khwammankhong khong sathaban chat
satsana phra maha kasat [Social studies textbook with politicalization In the period of
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat]. Journal of Letters, 25(1-2). 91-107.

Phasuthanchat, P (2017). khrat lae khwinin [Solar eclipse and quinine]. Bangkok: Illumination
Editions.

255


https://prachatai.com/journal
https://prachatai.com/journal/2017/11/73914

uywemansas 0 21 auui 3

Phatthrakunwanit, C. (2016) satchaniyom mahatsachan nai nean khong kabrian kasia
maket, thoni morisan lae wannakam Thai [Wondrous realism in the work of Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, Toni Morrison And Thai literature]. Bangkok: An.

Phonkrit Narut Kanya. (2015). keet mai sam mum num sao thi mung doenna su thang
nipphan [Reborn: three young people who desire nirvanal. Bangkok: Thankanphim

Photchanalawan, P. (2019). Thai pidok prawattisat kanmuang sangkhom ruamsamai khong
phut satsana Thai [Thaipidok: Contemporary social and political history of Thai
Buddhism.]. Bangkok: Illumination Editions.

Ratchakawee, N (2013). khwam chua baep phut Thai nai kan totan khommiunit Pho.So.
songphanharoipaet - songphanharoisipkao [Thai Buddhist beliefs in anti-communism,
1965-1976 C.E.]. (Master of arts thesis, Thammasat University).

Saesow, R. (2006). rachan kot heeng kam [King of the karmal]. n.p.

Sattayanurak, S. (2007). khuk rit kap praditthakam khwampen Thai lem song [Khukrit and The
Thai invention Vol 2]. Bangkok: Mathichon.

Sivaraksa, S. (2004). phut satsana Thai lee prachathipatai Thai chak mummong khong So Sivaraksa
[Thai Buddhism and Thai Democracy From the perspective of So Sivaraksal. Bangkok: Siam.

Taylor, J.L. (1993). Forest Monks and the Nation - State: An Anthropological and Historical
Study in Northeastern Thailand. Singapore: Institute of Asian Studies.

Thanomsasana, S. (2015). kan plianplaeng thang khwamkhit khong chon chan klang Thai kap
" ruang anlen" Thaisamaimai thotsawatsongphansiroihoksip - thotsawat
songphansiroipaetsip [The Changing Perspective of the Thai Middle Class and Modern Thai
Fictions Late 1910s-Late1940s]. (Dissertation, Chulalongkorn University).

Thaweesak, S. (2018). Phutthathat Phikkhu kap phut satsana baep lok wisai [Phutthathat and
the Secular Buddhism]. Pachanrayasan, 42(2). 52-72.

Uitekkheng, K. (2015). phut sat nai saiyasat [Buddhism in black magic]. Retrieved from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDcJZzsaGzg

Wachirayanawarorot. (1983). wipatsana kammatthan wipanlatkatha lee phra ti lak kho Na
katha [Meditation and Incantation details]. Bangkok: Mahamakutratwitthayalai.

Wantana, S. (1977). wannakam phut satsana baep chaoban phicharana korani: kot haeng kam
khong tor liangphibun [Buddhist literature, folklore, consider the case of the the krama of
T.Liang Phibun]. Journal of Thammasat, 7(2). 82-101.

Wasi, P. (1987). suan mok thammakai santi asok [Three monasteries]. Bangkok: mo chaoban.

Winichakul, T. (1997). Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation. HI: University of
Hawaii Pres.

Wongsakon, A. (2016). techo wipatsana . . . pcet pratu nipphan (Phim khrang thi hok) [Fire
Meditation: Open the door of nirvana (6th ed.)]. Bangkok: Amarin.

Worawanno, P. (2017). phut mai la yom [Buddhist, Yom?]. Bangkok: Wara.

256



