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Ethnic Identity in U-thong District, Suphanburi Province

Sudthanom Tancharoen’®

Suriya Phankosol”

Abstract

The objectives of this study was to: 1) explore the information about the ethnic identity
of Lao Song, Lao Wiang, Lao Khrang and local Thai; 2) compare and classify identities of
ethnic groups; 3) establish guidelines for preserving and inheriting the cultural identity of
ethnic groups; and 4) study the needs of ethnic groups in linking ethnic identity with the
development of innovative products in line with market needs. The research was
conducted by interviewing and discussing with members of each ethnic group about ethnic
characteristics, language, dress, food, shelter, traditions and rituals. The results showed that
Lao Song distinctive identity were dress and hair style. Lao Wiang and Lao Khrang had
similar distinctive identity about the dress of women wearing Teenchok Sarong. As for the
local Thai, their linguistic identity was sarcastic accent. The way to preserve and inherit the
cultural identity of ethnic groups was to raise awareness of the value of culture in ethnic
groups. The way to preserve and inherit the cultural identity of ethnic groups was to raise
awareness of the value of culture in ethnic groups. Group leaders or community leaders
played a very important role. And the support from external agencies was needed. As for
the ethnic needs in linking the identity of woven fabrics with the development of innovative
products in line with market needs, members of ethnic groups required to develop handbag
with several usefulness and presenting the ethnic identities of woven fabrics. Lao Song
could design and produce but Lao Wiang, Lao Khrang and local Thai had no identities of
woven fabrics so they could be threat of the development of innovative products as they

required.
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nenfausssdspndnaiuvemuly Wy yadd yydd asman dnuieanls Sednualiilan
wiu fio mawsismededmedle madeulsssndnualuesimefunsoeniuuiasaundnd ol
Duitvensulunaiaguiisadunanisidoes Dowduen (2015) 1389 MIRALILATBONUUY
wanAasinszaniangmelusaiunTia Smingresid wuin Sadnuwalvesimentugan
a¥s utsoanidu 2 dnwauy fe anednivie "intns 12 vle" wavmeanevesimeanslunadiuia
FAnvesauanads Wun aenaunaestn aengundemnes aetedh Gieh) uwavelan
wiuvesaeuan sndnuaiannads Swmsfnwsndnuaiveansanilddmedunsiuan aelanz u
duneatuunasas sihlifaeansnisanduduanas esndymiiiAnanuingnvaiudunen
fansssumaveinuandullymitdmaieniseyindanein WuRtuniiusandeduiud wui
truaszian sunesudne Sminanssayd veauiiaiuiuagiidelunismera (Numbang &
Siriwong, 2017) gqﬁﬂmﬁmﬁ’umimaﬁwamﬂ e nnedeauanads truasetai snesu
H1e Smfmgassnyivmeaslunuuwaraamstiagiu wuih nisdisseguesnisvedniuan ves
smlnedeaeanads Sruaszdann daruannsalumssiminenansa uwiidamuinaudiil
eusuagiilelunisneshAuananelusia
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