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Filial Piety in Chinese Culture: The Reflection of Family Ethics in

Chinese Proverbs

Atichat Khamphuang®

Abstract

Proverb, one of the phenomena found in every language, reflects people’s worldviews
and cultural values in a specific society. The emergence of proverbs undergoes the distillation
from people’s ways of life, experiences, and worldviews of a specific time period to produce
a set of lexicons used in language. This article aims to discuss a concept of filial piety reflecting
in Chinese proverbs in terms of an ethical principle that determine value, social organization,
as well as moral behavior in Chinese notion. The investigation has exhibited that the filial piety
is an ethical concept emphasized by Confucius as a moral source of humans, as well as an
assisting factor to establish benevolent community from family sector, which is the smallest
unit in society. Since the institutionalization of Confucianism in Han Dynasty, the filial piety
has taken a major role in social organization from family level in order to stabilize the state.
Thus, the filial piety has expanded its role from only an ethics on how individual behave as a

child to a social norm that determine Chinese sociocultural identity.

Keywords: Filial Piety, Chinese culture, Family ethics, Confucianism
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dluazdiolnluyaradldsunmsinnainedisinieduyananujifnuetsgniosmuviuenaes
555U (Hwang, 1999, pp. 165-168) Fardugufnlunsasessuuretun19aiesssuvesUsugdin
YLD LU VAN “ANUFURUSNN” (FLAE willun/gvqu) veaudisde (d T Mengzi) NUsenause
1) anuduiussenisdaniuuns 2) Anuduiusseninangnsgiuguung 3) Anuduiussenineand
AUNTTEN 4) ANUAUNUSTENINNAUTRY tag 5) Anudunussenindieauiuiou saulufanan“an
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e (EAEHN) Sanduiamdnuiyns AT Muazarniiluamanuinsser (KAEN)

4 e < LY I (% a v v 6 ¢l 14 di( A a 1% 1 :5
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#1991 wenaNANUdNIuSTEn I iouiuiiouwad lulanuduiusalaindnfeisosaiuyin
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11 nananuesUsvavdetunlginazidunisilalemalildsunanaruiuldaiusinela ua

145



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

o '
s a o = %4 wva | v Y [
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FEZFF a15anunn) yasnayey

AN F AL Uanlsiandiniudinveyss

KT ENFEZ O Inmazynslidnmuuaumeay

ndregsdnuiiedu enumamvesfiiudannisdusanseenldlnenslidelny
Tnsaiesuadlriesfoidlaifloynsviin uazasiiulah uivsdoussdidudumadnumuauuaniady
Avidsnuelally Feenavilsuedudnifovilvindumsduaiunnulivinien wigwudumedany
fududsidounmieutuddndunusssmane Sadnnsfinanasfiouliduimdnmsdidalu
nMsinszifounedeanvesusdo nanfe veleriiuin anuiiiadssnnvesdsaundedenuiiasy
naundutuilfiAnannsldsuadsfuresdiianiuninmisdsen ganimiadunstaduiuded
unnguang uiidunisinnaulugiurandnvesdsnudaionmssaudsedaniunmeuduiued
AudnunrUszsnuimsauiaauamiuniel fannvildferioindu “dymeufufoins
IA8YoUMLUUUNTA (Tu & Li, 2015, pp. 12-17) ST aaenadosiunan “AnuisansauianL” (
iE4 zhengmi ng/Bandle) Suidensiidegluanunimndienlafesufifnuogamsauniu
srunygUuasifisundenlufenusssnussdanunnauitldnanlidsiu Wy madanansansiss
auluginnument doufiodnlu “u1uduveusssn” waraualstasunuNFYYIINYAT dIUYAT
mnfianundgaredanunsafgeulasuanummnaiandanusaguiu luneseiiy wnliduld
mudeulesnanfdenvnanuduuusureusssululneusens (Schecker, 1997, p. 402) Na1dN
ffovdls mnvsdauazyasisufiRnumnzaunuanunwsuduluaamdnuudureussauudn
donnelminauduiusfiasunauniuuazihundsanumanuesasouaia wad i udutufdey
Aanudpudaaunsziaiamiuidemeuinseunss ddnouiin
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SCAE, TSR Ianlsiuen) yasuannszde’
FERFS, FRTHE ynsndgeiliinsuisnguansigy Aan159Iunsaunsa

o
aAUIING

agalsfinny winnumdnausssuvevideaglidanduynsasinnusnanumnniuay
anuasnliinaiu wiluwinisdnsedounedsnuuiindandilioygslitaduynsiiaaunainiei

Jiguiiu lumanduiuldivualiyasdesduliieflwazasusenrod unavesinuaue feduim

FAHR yasliiselanuing
AN A iE Adavesinideanily
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o A
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= N oA | = Y o = v o v & = 2 O o = 17
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a ° o @ a ! v aa 0o a c¥ a
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du TAE R ldendregrdludsdutduaunsanazeiusieussiiungusssulilagazue

SUENFIDE1UTDI519V8Y “Vane” (ELH5 Zhi Gong) AnNAuASHaUdINoU A9l

q

MAEILTE: B G A, RHEE, rius. #7FE: HElH
o SRR, KN TR, T, BT R. (i « 745) (Yang, 2007, p. 156)
iwonananfuyuneded “wyjtuvesthiauuuiniens davesalueuns udaynsmeiynniy
W’ Viunedenann “punseiveanythudrinieanl daralaunuyas ynsuaTaunuin

AIun e lunganssutuua”

Mndornudrsiutu vsieldfew “arunse” (E zhi/3e) udunsfitatuyms
wfoseiuunlaruiin Jsiafundnaussuuazngmngvesdsautiagiy uidmiuwdondues
ParunssiuiaiudifernuidninAnsuduniuuivesuyudyguu (Wang, 2001, pp. 24-25)
unsdvesfiiuinfuynsdedianuduiusfunisanslafindufiusssuniuazveusssuiias
Pewdounanrufiafonvatainmrestuas iy inmgnsdungnssyhiaiudlddumiig
YaIUnINIalnn LLﬁiLﬁuMﬁwﬁmmﬁ%’ﬂMﬂgwma (Yang, 2017, p. 190) wazuinanasnandsazyiouln

& =2 ' ' & v & v i & 4 an Yy Y v =
L‘Viuﬂ\iﬂMQWLLMQﬂqﬁﬂ@ﬂiaUﬂiqL‘U‘Lﬁ']ﬂL'VN']LL‘V‘\W’]T]&ILUU@JHUS@WNWIWﬂa'TJVLUSU'Nmu@ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂ’ﬁ%u@

* ' ' = = - =] |=| = ' & — H iz \aqvo @ =
27 (8w shénshdng) e A uaw T 2 Wudennlumiania 28 me (1 /LB T8 ildumaiuuauifiou
AunanA1sIenansILluTIMYesdu lneaniaeminsunnguuihauaznaniy JahuSsulsefianuuanuen AUNEANSIN

hiegsafiudungy vIefimnulilassesiu  (Han Dian, n.d)
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FALUN

TGS RITFH I Z, & —F. 7 EHEE KA,
Z: BE, Hro IXAZ, h=T2H%: %, #&=4. " (Qian, 2007, p. 257)
ynsvaiaeitamdieuuaz unwsaalunsquaidesy 91naesd dlanmeeuas damisan
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nssrseinwszuusunationvesdan (B E X fuquan zhiyi)ldegduld sulufamsmasiums
nsatuandnluaiuseuielviaisassyduauduenazgninaeiusenuliunssld (Li Rungiang,
2008, p. 91) FaUszLaumananlasunisaslindunguuisusiaasdusagufenty dugulu

Uszananguunewissisdtindainnualiin

CEHICHE CBEHE, T ANEE. I, =4 . "(Qian, 2007, p. 257)
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AndonukiFedrialdunsudsnunligniesniuiiuesnasssssunasldiduneeusuvesdany
(Zhang, 1993, p. 123) AYAIUILNUIUDNTITULENNTUAIIUVOYNIAUN “ KLAES 7, LRI

=7 (M1a9veanaii AIna1Ivealae)
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A, FZLH: B, FEZ LA, K2 LI (e « ) (Yang, 2007, p. 13)
Wonmse)edidsn sssudvasulsnmesa We@nmsadedin wsnmstlanuasiay

lramuaise

v v
o o A

landnvesrnundyyvdeiugiufonisinduauliiinnisegluaiinvesdinu el
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aunInifvesdnulaesuainnisduyssitvesinuisnineu lnen1sasduunsndoy gldiuazdes
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. MsaepuazUsudun nsifesgusuiititedunginssududuusniiasiouanuluyns

néfyeyauaRUsygIvede sudunisuansbiviuianuesnindaunsaidiulieginnudaian

Coor B IIIENEE T IERVIL, PR EEZ TR, —PNEWH: [BHLFS
W, P2 TR, ZANFEH: WY, BEZETF, PRCAHZ R, = NEH;
MBHZH, UK EZ, VINF W 475 FR, LIS CHE, 7 AFE -7
(7 * B2 ) (Gushiwenwang, n.d.)

“.Femsgnirendyglulaniiegusznis vedevern lulaluaeegusuidvaweus Aeadyy

o Y

Usensinils wounrswiuuasnisiugsy Wauloidesginuisnt Aeendyausznisiaes
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naw des viedunsingenie (FRE) trgamG B) tigey G uazthgain GR D Wauans
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U51A9INANLLATIMNB 138n15UTUNs (IR &) (Xiao, 2012, p. 115) Fedudenndoaiunig

v 1 )

d‘ a 1 a a MY o a ! !
smFeielnunsaedanandsalalle PNNEFENDUNIUFTIUIURANE) LYY

150



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

IR onsloasyndguiuuazguaoinisnsi
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AvsuanseanlugIuzyns uavslamuiieinsdesguuiilsidunisusentisanuduynsndayale
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va o v 1

sgsauysamnuInAIesdudunuan TRd Ayuisanuduined dsinanvesvdeiii
CHZEH, RIFHEF. ETRLGEREG T A, TEURF? T (i
WIE)  (Yang, 2007, p. 15)
“AIUNAYYTIIUL Aoansodesgls amgiuazinmaeslaivuiy winluersn vz

orlsiumnaegiuazing”

AuAs () tudunginssuiguunuiuanudedls O suuansfeniseausuanudu
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wansarundayaiutiindedetmunidetossali fuymsdeseglnd@adnimse nseiaiamily
Jungmaneiaeneguazlondrenindduvaz innnsndalidindsindn i fiflvedene
na1lI

FEl: “XRBHE, Iyt JEAE . 7 (i o /1) (Yang, 2007, p. 43)
verIsena1alin) “Temnsmdadidiney bivieasienling winlulnadeliiogdumsnusie”

" ifowdmesdunudindrufudesynsndaaildunngly “peted” ( CHTFIED ) 4 lugasuduvissssdlan ddnwsng
wilswwin “wanlvese” (%%?)Lﬂuéﬁmmﬂ[?fnanuJﬁiafJWMﬁmasmum LLﬂmQﬁﬂﬁUﬂLLﬁ?gﬂLLﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂLgﬁjB’hﬁgﬂﬁﬂiﬁ 1#0an
wsalarusizauiu aseanuduiiesadalidanunsen (Li Tingting, 2008, p.10)

“Wudniiiiinen <cudsisnss (FLIC-BHAL L) Sedeornuduatudentiin: < N ANFZ2 AL, &R
BiE, BEMRE. » wsvmuedluyasiuna wivmniliewilfeugu nidouldldiduaus anduyifieds s

vihaeuanuasyndandu ) (Li, 2008, p. 10)
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TH: “FHLEIL, HEPN, K&, Fmrte. 7 (i« 212)
(Yang, 2007, p. 43)
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‘. FEHU, BT, GEG, TEA, FAA, WEH, Sk, L.
(Diyifanwen, n.d)
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wae “ AHENE Tuemindsiunid) (Li, 2008, p. 11)

v ad

6. msdafisanuazlinng msdanumuarlindmulsemdundausadasduiuiedudn
AmilsiidnAndiinasdolinnudidyesan Tnsnisdneuanduasfeadnlviogragniosmy
Useindl fsdwauiing 1wu # 7R 547 (uasinsya/linanviisusoaianduam)

WBNAINNITRARIANLIATINERENF TR uan e aBs Ingauusenduds anuensniide
feaundiynBnussnmstdusuluinislaiuasusUasnugaiaosywng wagnslinnddunan
a1u¥ nsanmaildszornadanarufumnsgutunssidunismeuwunisguatssauyse
ynsmaeanananlegnlnddaluvasiidsemaonuadals

TH: “ZHELHNTFRZE, AiFFER. 7 (it e H/7) (Yang, 2007, p. 44)
vue19158na1l59 “andliAeuasdsuvesinn dunasiSoniiniunsiyey”

LT R R TZ M K=, K P2 (8iE - HEE)
(Yang, 2007, p. 212)

« ymsuialdand eniddlilivisansesentous msliyadawd Wlivdnfoasum

Y & v

avii Tuslimnduntaansmanutiuiiduunsiauanenuasnasilidinnsuasdeunan
q Y q Yy Y9

2090AUNTANN 8NS5 ITARINTTULN DANUT WIS D1UNIAA LWiwﬁaLﬂumﬂﬂﬁLﬁasaﬁmmsm@

dndu Tamadunstadento dadudwau “#HE, PEE Gaduveinsliynd bifsdugs)

153



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

o

WuReniuaenineriuanundan e unliendteg19uddy miluaBeesdruniensin

4

Aansalsuswazsealugswesnslivnduwn Demnsailunssmildissananganauwisnediinddlang

FOA

T Suaevioubiiidnsimuddaiundnarundyyvesnisesmilwewdluaielusn “ 47K
BER KGR, 1 =7"glandnauundluralinndvesdnursamSeard Tianaiud ) (Qian,
2007, p. 270)

unegy
nmsdenduniuiiazvieuaiemansaseuninefuneiiuinleaiiufanfme Taussu
uazanusssLfiAedesiunmuftfmiuaseunsivesauduldossreutiududn dnudumeldnisti
vesUfuguadoldlinnuddgyiunnundgalugusidueiesdionsinsuifounedenulusysy
aseuafilUTunsssnnssufivuduihmedsauldfafouasiunendiafiuaiasflonsnisilosnis
Unasesuagirasdnulasiaimedsnunuudniuesduluaiolunauidsildsuuunaaieatuan
emALaaInmILLUURE Tuan astiu Tuuesesimamans fuan sallufsdayamudulutag
qmmum35wuﬁiiulwﬁ5u§quaqdm’nuﬂﬁwﬁuawﬁaLﬁwé’ﬂmiﬁﬁqLﬁ%MszUUﬂWiﬂms‘?}izm’]q@u

gosaounn Ao Janunsmiuyns vieidunmsimusliunsfesduddnassminensiieasninmiuas

a

I a A 1 a = 1 v ! o & a Y ] ¥ aa
LAUAIUITATLALNEIN18LAE 3’33J1Uﬂ\‘1ﬂ'1§13~lﬁ’lll’liﬂﬂﬂﬁ]@ﬂ’]ﬁ\‘]GUENUW‘IiJ'ﬁ@’]vL@E]u%’]l%uﬁ]iilﬁ‘l/lﬁ

ESamegngin agslsiniu ndnanundyauuusiieildarenmussuianisdaszdeunedaay

[y [

= [ [y A A ' [ = 4 o P
UUANWUSVDFIAUNSIUDDNAD ﬂﬂﬂllL”UE)’J'W’YN@JL‘Uu{j‘\]L‘\]ﬂ‘ﬁi@ﬂ??hLﬁu@ﬂﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂuuﬂﬂ%%%ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂu

Anauasuge Tuniwssdunduiuinnnuuanaswesassndaufedsdlasunsimuauudlag

= a

FITUYIALAENITA T UMD NTTTUYIRAMUANILUA DV UN N VBIANUATUNAUNT UVBIFIAN ekl

nanANUNAANARvRedtlaaseTausTIwuUnguvuiien (Collectivism) Tiiudpaduuasdany

dulnsanLlueReny IR N NS UBVENA TAILSITUIULAYATIUDE 1MENIUIY NETIABYIANATAUST T

a v

YaIMsAImGeilidnunsa msguaraierguansiiigeengegsuiulupseuasidnludnuaziane

' 1%
ada v A

YoInUsTTIR NN vaR lus NI kaaTERNNUBIRE0 8Nl UA VA MNBLAZEUN NI T
uwanAndeeuns Jusnidiuanududaensumenisuenegunowluasiidasslunslatindetsle

wulngy awluieimsannsadeduladendunstinvewmue@lniudnuedenog nnelandnainy

v
&Y

ey uIzRsslsEauiuaumaiemawikaraTeuATIdudwaransandul ludumaTinves

2/ =~ o a Y Y Y & v ao a ay vy A J A 1 [
G]ULL&J‘U%QQ’JEJV]&’]@J’]?QQLLﬁG\’JL@ﬂﬂLLﬁ’JﬂWWN LLmu{jﬂﬂUUWﬁﬂﬂNﬂumlﬂEJG‘IE]@F’]mﬂ’]LLUUGUQQBIﬂEJLﬂiﬂﬂiﬂ

Wuluafn LHT958v0 T AIUSITUALALASIAITIsINANTUAIALLALDLN

154



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

LONE591999

Chanthsithiporn, S. (2018). Lak kwamsamphan ha prakarn lae lak banthadtharn sam
mummong khong lak chariyatham kub karn raksa sathierapharp khong sangkhom jin
[The five relationships, the three mainstays, viewpoints from ethics and the stability of
Chinese society]. Journal of MCU Social Science Review, 7(2). 247-261.

Chen, X.W. (2006). Lunyu zhong de fuzi guanxi yu shijie renquan xuanyan de hunyin zizhuquan zhi
tantao [The analysis of parent-child relationship in the Analects and the Human Rights
Declaration’s marriage autonomy]. Yingyong (unli yanjiu tongxun, 39. 60-67.

Diyifanwen & —3 3. (2019, July 15). Dizieui [The Students ‘Rules]. Retrieved from
https://www.diyifanwen.com/tool/dizigui/

Gayane, V. Y. (2011). Proverbs and Sayings from the Perspective of Cultural Identity, in
Higher Linguistic Education from the Perspective of Reforms: New Approaches, Prospects,
and Challenges. Bucharest: UNESCO.

Gushiwenwang w715 3. (2019, July 15). Mengzi [Mencius]. Retrieved from
https://so.gushiwen.org/ guwen/bookv_1245.aspx

Han Dian X #t. (2019, July 18). Sen Shang [Sen Shang]. Retrieved from
https://www.zdic.net/hans/Z: i

Hwang, K. K. (1999). Filial piety and loyalty: Two types of social identification in
Confucianism. Asian Journal of Social Psychology, 2. 163-183.

Jin, S. L. (2005). Rujia lunli dui Zhongguo chuantong zuzhi de yingxiang [Confucian Ethics and
the impact to the Chinese social Organization]. Gansu shehui kexue, 3. 175-177.

Kabinsing, C. (1989). Kongzi: Khamsorn thang phradya-sadsana [Confucianism: The
Philosophical and religious teaching]. Journal of East Asian studies, 5-12.

Kwan, K.-L. K. (2000). Counseling Chinese People: Perspective of Filial Piety. Asian Journal of
Counseling, 7(1), 23-41.

Li, L. X. (2012). Rujia zhi xiao yu Nuxingzhuyi guanhuai lilun [Confucianism’s Filial Piety and
Feminism Theory]. Jinan: Shandong renmin chubanshe.

Li, R. Q. (2008). Zhongguo chuantong jiating xingtai ji jiating jiaoyu---yi Sui-Tang Wudai jiaoyu
wei zhongxin [Traditional Chinese family patterns and family education: The study of Sui-

Tang and Five Dynasties Periods]. Beijing: Renmin chibanshe.

155



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

Li, T. T. (2008). Xiao wenhua ciyu yu han minzu wenhua tezheng [Filial piety Lexicons and
characteristics of Chinese culture]. (Thesis for Master of Arts). Inner Mongolia University, China.

Liu, G. N. (2003). Zhongguo shehui de fuguan jiating yu quanwei renge [China's Patriarchal Family and
the Personality-Formation of Authority]. Hangzhou shifan daxue xuebao (ziran kexue ban), 2. 1-4.

Liu, S. X. (2013). Hanyu miaoxie cihuixue Chinese lexicology]. Beijing: Shangwu yinshuguan.

Methanont, A. (2008). Godmai kub karn patirub sathaban khrobkhrua nai Vietnam samai
Ratchawong Le (koso 1428-1788) [Law and Family Reform in the Le Dynasty Vietnam
(1428-1788)]. Journal of Mekong Societies, 4(2). 13-44.

Nichols, R. (2013). The Origins and Effects of Filial Piety: How Culture Solves an Evolutionary
Problem for Parents. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 13. 201-230

Qian, D. Q. (2007). Tang lu shuyi xinzhu [The New annotation of Tang Dynasty Code]. Nanjing:
Nanjing shifan daxue chebanshe

Schrecker, J. (1997). Filial Piety as a Basis for Human Right in Confucius and Mencius. Journal
of Chinese Philosophy, 24, 401-412.

Sun, X. (1988). Handai “Xiao” wenhua gainian de bianhua [The changing of filial culture in
Han Dynasty period]. Kongzi yanjiu, 3, 93-100.

Yang, S. H. (2006). Jiating shehui xue [Sociology of family]. Beijing: Gaodeng jiaoyu chubanshe.

Yang, S. J. (2017). The Reconciliation of Filial Piety and Political Authority in Early China. Dao,
16. 187-203.

Sun, W.Z. (1989). Hanyu shuyu xue [The Study of Chinese idiomatic phrases]. Chang Chun:
Jilin jiaoyu chubanshe.

Sun, X. (1988). Handai “xiao” de guannian de bianhua [The changing of filial piety concept in
Han Dynasty]. Kongzi yanjiu, 3. 93-100.

Suowen Jiezi ¥ 3CfE. (2019, July 15). Xiao [Filial piety]. Retrieved from

http://www.shuowen.org/view/5360

Tan, A. K--h. (2004). Filial Piety in Chinese Thought and History. New York: RoutledgeCurzon.

Tu, L. C, & Li, A. L. (2015). Kongzi zhi “Li” de zhengzhi zhexue yunhan[Confucius’s rule of
propriateness and political philosophy connotation]. Jiangsu shehui kexue , 5. 12-17.

Yang, B. J. (2007). Lunyu yizhu [The annotative analects of Confucius]. Beijing: Zhonghua

shuju.

156



uywemansars Ui 21 avuil 1

Yu, L. (2015). “Xiao zhi tianxia” yu “fa zhi tianxia” --- xin shidai de xiao wenhua jianshe
chutan [Ruling the world with filial piety and ruling the world with law: the analysis of
the filial culture. construction in new eral. International journal of Chinese &
Comparative Philosophy of Medicine, 13(1). 27-41.

Wang, C. K. (2007). Xiangin rujia xiaodao yanjiu [The research on Confucianism in pre-Qin
preriod]. Chengdu: Bashu shushe.

Wang, J. (2001). Xiaoti: yi zhong dui rujia jingshen de youxiao quanshi—ijianlun “cheng” [Filial piety: The
effective explanation for the spirit of Confucianism]. Jiangsu shehui kexue, 2. 23-29.

Wu, Z. K. (2000). Zhonghua yan yao yanjiu [The study of Chinese proverbs and ballads].
Baoding: Hebei daxue chubanshe.

Xiao, B. (2012). Zhongguo xiao wenhua gailun [Introduction to Chinese filial culture]. Beijing:
Renmin chubanshe.

Xie, J. X. (2011). Xiao de jinshen yu Zhongguo wenhua [The spirit of filial piety and Chinese
culture]. Yi suandao yanjiu, 1. 145-173.

157



