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Abstract

Background and Aims: This study aimed to (1) examine the digital-era administrative skills of
administrators in medium-sized private Islamic schools under the Office of Private Education in
Songkhla Province, (2) compare these administrative skills based on gender, age, educational
attainment, and work experience, and (3) gather suggestions from teaching staff on improving the
digital-era administrative skills of school administrators.

Methodology: This research was conducted using a quantitative approach. The sample consisted
of 248 administrators from medium-sized private Islamic schools in Songkhla Province, selected
using simple random sampling to ensure a distribution across targeted schools in each area. The
research instrument used in this study was a five-point Likert scale questionnaire, which was
validated for content validity by experts who participated in the study. Participants were selected
using purposive sampling based on their professional experience and relevance to the research
topic. The qualifications of the experts included school licensees, school administrators, and
teachers with item-objective congruence values ranging from 0.67 to 1.00. The reliability of the
questionnaire was confirmed with a coefficient of 0.962. The statistical methods used for data
analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way analysis of
variance, and content analysis.

Results: The research results found that 1) The overall level of digital-age management skills
among administrators of medium-sized private Islamic schools under the Office of Private
Education in Songkhla Province was rated as high. 2) Administrators with different levels of work
experience demonstrated statistically significant differences in their overall digital-age
management skills at the .05 level. However, no statistically significant differences were found
based on gender, age, or educational background. 3) Suggestions from teachers indicated that
administrators should be continuously supported in developing digital technology skills. Training
sessions and workshops should be provided to enhance their ability to use digital tools effectively

for administrative tasks. Moreover, administrators should be encouraged to lead with ethical
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conduct and adhere to Islamic principles in their policy-making and decision-making processes
within the context of private Islamic schools.

Conclusion: The study found that school administrators at medium-sized private Islamic schools
under the Office of Private Education in Songkhla Province demonstrated a high level of digital-
age management skills, particularly in digital ethics, faith-based leadership, and the use of
technology in administration. Work experience was significantly associated with these skills, while
gender, age, and education showed no significant differences. It is recommended that ongoing
training focus on digital integration and ethical leadership to strengthen school management in
the digital era.

Keywords: Digital-Age Management Skills; Private School Administrators; Islamic Schools
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