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Abstract

Background and Aims: Although teachers have a direct role in teaching, school principals have
an important role in supporting and promoting aspects that teachers cannot implement on their
own, such as budget allocation, establishing cooperative networks with external organizations,
formulating policies that facilitate the development of Chinese language teaching, or providing
necessary resources and facilities. Therefore, needs assessment helps identify the gaps between
the current conditions and what should ideally be. Therefore, this research aims to 1) study the
current and desired conditions of the development of school principals' roles in promoting the
teaching of the Chinese language in schools under the Samut Prakan secondary educational
service area office. 2) Prioritize the needs of the development of school principals' roles in
promoting the teaching of the Chinese language in schools under the Samut Prakan secondary
educational service area office.

Methodology: This research was conducted with a population of 79 Chinese language teachers
in schools under the Samut Prakan secondary educational service area office for the 2024
academic year. The research instrument was a needs assessment questionnaire using a 5-level
rating scale. The statistics used for data analysis included percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and the Necessary Priority Index (PNlmedified)

Results: The results of the research were as follows. 1) The current conditions of the development
of school principals' roles in promoting the teaching of the Chinese language in schools were
rated moderate overall (U = 3.49, 0 = 0.71), while the desired conditions received a high rating
(U =14.18, 0=0.55), 2) Prioritize the needs of the development of school principals' roles in
promoting the teaching of Chinese language in schools, ranked from highest to lowest, including:
teaching and learning activities (PNl odified = 0.25), teaching media utilization (PNlegified = 0.21),

curriculum development (PNlyogiied = 0.18), and assessment and evaluation (PNlmegified = 0.15).
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Conclusion: This study demonstrates that when comparing the current conditions and desired

conditions of the development of school principals' roles in promoting the teaching of the Chinese
language in schools under the Samut Prakan secondary educational service area office, it was
found that the desired conditions of school principals' roles in all aspects had higher average
values than the current conditions. This indicates the need for developing school principals' roles.
The highest priority is in the area of teaching and learning activities, especially where school
principals promote improvements in Chinese language teaching efficiency by emphasizing
conversations with native speakers. The second priority is for school principals to support the
continuous development of teachers' Chinese language skills, and school principals promoting
the integration of Chinese language activities with other subjects. However, school principals still
need to continue developing themselves in various aspects for effective educational
administration.
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