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Abstract

Background and Aims: Parental participation plays an important role in enhancing the development
of students with special needs by supporting learing, emotions, and society. In addition, the role of
the family is instrumental in promoting children’ s potential and ensuring that children receive
appropriate and continuous support both at school and at home. This research therefore aims to 1)
Study parental participation in enhancing the development of students with special needs at the
Special Education Center in Samut Prakan Province; 2) Compare opinions on parental participation in
enhancing the development of students with special needs at the Special Education Center in Samut
Prakan Province classified by gender, age, education level, occupation, household income, and marital
status; 3) Study guidelines for parental participation in enhancing the development of students with
special needs at the Special Education Center in Samut Prakan Province.

Methodology: This research is a survey research. The sample group used in the research is 180
parents of students with special needs at the Special Education Center in Samut Prakan Province.
The sample group was determined by analyzing the percentage of the population divided by the
type of disability of the students. Then, the percentage of the population was used to determine
the number of parents in the sample group, and simple random sampling was used to select the
sample. The statistics used to analyze the data include mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way
analysis of variance, and essay analysis.

Results: It was found that 1) The participation of parents in enhancing the development of
students with special needs at the Special Education Center in Samut Prakan Province was found
to have a high average value (X =4.06). When considering each aspect, it was found that the
aspect of training and raising had the highest average value (X =4.15) and the aspect with the
lowest average value was decision-making (X =4.00). 2) Comparing opinions on the participation
of parents in enhancing the development of students with special needs at the Samut Prakan
Special Education Center classified by gender, there were no differences, except for the aspect

of decision-making, where male parents were more involved than female parents. 3) Comparing
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opinions on the participation of parents in enhancing the development of students with special

needs at the Samut Prakan Special Education Center classified by age, occupation, and household
income, there were differences, except for the classification by education level and marital status,
where there were no differences.

Conclusion: Parents play an important role in organizing education to enhance the development
of students with special needs at the Special Education Center in Samut Prakan Province. They
can also use the results of comparing opinions on parental participation as a guideline for creating
parental participation in other areas, so that children receive appropriate and continuous care,
resulting in being able to develop to their full potential and have a better quality of life.
Keywords: Participation; Parents; Developmental Enhancement; Students with Special Needs;

Special Education Center
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