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Abstract

Background and Aims: "Wat Thep Lila Community" (Soi Ramkhamhaeng 39 Intersection 1) is a
canal-side community situated on land belonging to the Crown Property Bureau. It is a densely
populated area with a mixed population of Thai Buddhists and Muslims. The most pressing issue
for the community is economic hardship, the COVID-19 pandemic. The economic downturn has
led to reduced incomes, job losses, and a lack of stable employment opportunities, particularly
for housewives and the elderly who seek supplementary income for their families. The
community desires economic self-reliance. This research aims to (1) Study the community
context, including the problems and obstacles faced in developing Thai dessert products within
Wat Thep Lila Community, which could potentially drive the grassroots economy in Wang
Thonglang District, Bangkok. (2) Examine the community's needs and willingness to participate in
a collective effort to develop Thai dessert products as a means of stimulating the local economy
in Wang Thonglang District, Bangkok. (3) Investigate potential development models for Thai
dessert products, including marketing channels, to bolster the grassroots economy through

community participation in Wat Thep Lila, Wang Thonglang District, Bangkok.

[1003]

Citation: Pongsung. K, Butrrerm, O., Ketthongkam, P., Chantharattana, W., Puranasukhon, N., & Leungratanamat, B. (2025).
DE0 Cultural Identity Revival of Nakhon Sawan Province Toward Chinese Culture City. Interdisciplinary Academic and

@ T Research Journal, 5 (1), 1003-1022; DOI: https://doi.org/10.60027/iarj.2025.283262


mailto:steproom95@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-9607-2097
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4281-1826
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5510-8532
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-0449-4497
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-4768-4048

Interdisciplinary Academic and Research Journal, 5 (1), January-February 2025 gﬂ-f 2y
Old ISSN 2774-0374: New ISSN 2985-2749
Website: https://s003.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/IARJ/index d-} s crossref

mﬂusurc hGate

Methodology: This study is conducted as a Community-Based Research (CBR), involving the

community in every step of the process. It is Participatory Action Research (PAR) that emphasizes
collaborative learning between the community and researchers. The community actively
participates in the research process. The target population includes groups such as the elderly,
homemakers, low-income individuals, vulnerable groups, and those seeking supplementary
income, totaling 22 participants. The research tools employed are: (1) surveys, (2) focus group
discussions, (3) interview forms, (4) questionnaires, (5) field notes, (6) SWOT analysis, (7)
participatory observation, and (8) study visits and knowledge exchange.

Results: Community Context: Wat Thep Lila Community has a predominantly elderly population
with a significant number of transient residents renting accommodation. Residents lead disparate
lives with diverse occupations, often lacking stable employment and organized occupational
groups. Many rely on daily wages, and some groups are disengaged from community activities.
The community is also affected by water pollution from sewage. Key challenges include income
insecurity, lack of permanent employment, absence of hygienic facilities for food production, and
limited marketing expertise. Community Needs: The community seeks solutions to economic
challenges and recognizes the potential of their existing knowledge of Thai desserts to generate
income through collective enterprise. This led to the registration of the "Wat Thep Lila Thai Dessert
Occupational Group" based on the "5K" concept: (1) Group/Members: 34 members (2) Committee:
Elected leadership (3) Rules and Regulations: Established guidelines for operation (4) Funds:
Financial resources for group activities (5) Joint Activities: Monthly meetings, bi-weekly community
markets, and support for community events.

Conclusion: This participatory action research project, conducted in collaboration with 22
community researchers from Wat Thep Lila, investigated the community context, explored the
potential of Thai dessert products, and assessed the community's desire for collective economic
action. This resulted in the successful registration of an occupational group based on the "5K"
model and the development of a six-step product development framework. The project
empowered the target group with Thai dessert production skills and facilitated the creation of a
sustainable community enterprise in Wat Thep Lila.

Keywords: Product development; Thai desserts; Occupational; Grouping
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