Interdisciplinary Academic and Research Journal, 5 (2), March-April 2025
Old ISSN 2774-0374: New ISSN 2985-2749
Website: https://s003.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/IARJ/index

n p———
miwurc hGate

Social Problems in Novel Finalists of S.E.A. Write Award, During 2018 - 2021

Lu Zuoxi'*, Jansuda Chaiprasert” and Teerachot Kerdkaew’
'Graduate student, Communicative Thai as a Second Language Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Huachiew
Chalermprakiet University, Thailand
*Faculty ofLiberal Arts, Huachiew Chalermprakiet Universit, Thailand
3Facul‘ty ofLiberal Arts, Huachiew Chalermprakiet Universit, Thailand
"E-mail: 578917595@qq.com, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3634-5540
*E-mail: jansuda_chaiprasert@yahoo.com, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-5703-3188
*E-mail: tongin2000@gmail.com, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5681-0366
Received 01/10/2024 Revised 02/10/2024 Accepted 02/11/2024

Abstract

Background and Aims: Literary works winning the S.E.A. Write Award are broadly recognized and
admired; their authors mostly convey social ideas, values, and events through artistic letters
reflecting movements and changes in Thai society. This research aims to analyze seventeen novel
finalists of the S.E.A. Write Award, from 2018 to 2021. The study of reflections on social problems
provides readers understanding of Thai society.

Methodology: The researcher surveys and collects data relating to social problems from novel
finalists of the S.E.A. Write Award, during 2018 - 2021. The content specifically reflects various
social issues in Thai society, using the concept of social reflection to analyze the text of the
novels and present the research results in a descriptive-analytical form.

Results: Five aspects of social problems found are: 1) Living of urban and rural people, problems
in the urban areas include city congestion, high cost of living, traffic jams, and flooding affecting
transportation. For rural areas, there are natural disasters causing losses of life and property, and
risks of public disasters. 2) Family conflicts, between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law because
of different generation values and jealousy of love; between fathers-in-law and sons-in-law
caused by conflicts in power and properties; the problem of infidelity of the husband causing
stress to the wife who has to be fully in charge of the family affecting the future of the children.
3) Economic problems, especially debts caused by the value of the wedding dowry, which
increases their debts and makes their future difficult. The poor, with low incomes but high
expenses, by the unfair system have to pay high interest for their loans and have progressive
collective debts, which unavoidably affect their family and social stability. 4) Unemployment
problems, the use of technologies, robots, and Al make humans unemployed. Laborers are
employed; the disabled are ignored by society, unable to get employment, usually have to work

harder for the wage, live a suffering life, and face inequality. 5) Problems of the youth, including
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early sexual affairs, uneducated or early leaving school, and smoking addiction, which are all

caused by social and economic changes.

Conclusion: Five social problems of Thai society observed from the analysis of the novel finalists
of S.E.A. Write Awarded, during 2018 - 2021, include 1) living problems caused by city congestions
in the urban and disasters in the rural; 2) family conflicts between family members, especially
who joined by law; 3) debt problems caused by governmental economic policies and social
values; 4) unemployment problems affected by technologies and physical disability; and 5)
problems of the youth, relating to early sexual affairs, early leaving school and risky behaviors.

Keywords: Social Problem; Novel Finalists; S.E.A. Write Award
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