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Abstract

Background and aims: Motivation is essential for pursuing graduate studies because it fuels
perseverance and dedication to the challenges of advanced academic work. It also fuels a desire
for research and personal development, ensuring long-term dedication to the chosen field. Thus,
the objective of this study is to examine the motivation to enter into the postgraduate program
of the College of Politics and Governance (COPAG), Mahasarakham University.

Methodology: The study used a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative and qualitative
methods. The quantitative methodology involves administering an online questionnaire to 67
current graduate students on regular status at the College of Politics and Governance. The
qualitative methodology included focus group interviews with ten current students drawn from a
variety of student backgrounds. The data was analyzed using percentages, means, and standard
deviations.

Results: The research results revealed the high-level motivations as follows: 1) Personal
Motivation (4.47) Personal factors were found to be the most important for career advancement,
including interest in the subject, personal interests, and a desire to build networks. 2) Institutional
Motivation (4.33). The next most important factor was institutional motivation, which emphasized
the value of knowledgeable and capable lecturers, the institution's reputation, and proximity to
home. 3) Curriculum Motivation (4.31) focuses on curriculum quality, diverse teaching formats,
and various types of learning support. The following additional moderate-level motivations were
discovered. 1. Public Relations Channels (3.76) Information about the institution was most
commonly obtained via social media platforms such as Facebook, Websites, and Line, followed
by recoommendations from acquaintances, public relations books/brochures, and an institutional
open house event. 2) Economic factors (3.66). Economic motivations included the availability of

scholarships (for research), cost savings on travel and lodging, and low tuition fees. 3) Influence
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of Other Related Persons (3.58). This included influence from friends and seniors, followed by

close friends/teachers, parents, and family members. The focus group discussions identified
several key motivators for enrolling in a postgraduate program, including skill development and
career advancement, family expectations, networking opportunities, and study convenience.
Conclusion: The study found that personal motivation, driven by career advancement and
personal interests, is the most important factor in pursuing graduate studies, followed by
institutional reputation and curriculum quality. Moderate-level motivations include public
relations channels, economic factors, and peer influence, with a focus on skill development,
career advancement, and convenience.
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