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Abstract
Background and Aims: The health of the unborn child of a drug addict mother will impact
the fetus. Medical research findings suggest that drugs induce psychosis in fetuses, and impact
the brain and nervous system, resulting in early birth, incapacity, and physical or mental
impairment, as well as miscarriage or death. Pro-life beliefs hold that babies should be
safeguarded while they are still inside their mothers. This research has the following objectives:
1) to study the principles and the concept of protecting the fetus of drug-addicted mothers
Addiction 2) to study international law Foreign and Thai laws related to infant protection in
the womb of drug-addicted mothers 3) to study and analyze legal problems regarding the
protection of fetuses of drug-addicted mothers 4) To propose solutions to improve laws
regarding the protection of fetuses of mothers addicted to drugs.
Methodology: This research was conducted in qualitative research. By researching documents,
namely Thai law, foreign law, and international law. As well as study judgments, textbooks,
books, theses, dissertations, articles, online journals, and newspapers. Electronic media and
websites in addition, to field data were studied with in-depth interviews. From a population
of people with knowledge and expertise, a specific in-depth interview population group will
interview the population involved, namely a group of law enforcement officers, 3 people, a
group of medical personnel, 4 people, and a group of psychologists. There were 3 social
workers. All data were then analyzed and synthesized according to the research process and
then described descriptively.
Results: (1) There are two principles and concepts related to the protection of fetuses of drug-
addicted mothers: concepts under the philosophy of natural law; that support life (Pro-Life)
by seeing that the fetus in the mother's womb is protected according to human rights
principles as for the second concept, it is a concept under the Office of Public Law. It is seen
that the fetus in the mother's womb does not yet have legal personality status. Only mothers

have the right to choose according to the principle of pro-choice (pro-choice). (2) From a
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comparative study of Thai and foreign laws regarding the protection of fetuses of mothers
addicted to drugs, it was found that the French Republic does not recognize personal status.
of the fetus in the mother's womb and tends to be the main support (Pro - choice) like in
Thailand. But the laws of the United Kingdom, United States, Federal Republic of Germany
Adhering to the principle of pro-life (Pro-life) or “Born Alive Rule” ensures that babies in the
womb of their mothers are protected according to human rights principles. Especially United
States law. Specific laws have been enacted to protect fetuses of mothers who use drugs. (3)
Thailand has four important legal problems regarding fetuses of mothers addicted to drugs:
first the lack of personal status of fetuses results in them not being protected according to
human rights principles. Second, the asymmetry of the laws regarding the protection of
mother's rights in the Constitution is consistent with the pro-choice concept. This is contrary
to the pro-life concept. Third, the right of doctors to examine the health of fetuses goes
against the rights of mothers which are protected by the Constitution and there is no law to
protect doctors. Fourth, Thailand has no law to protect infants in specific maternal pregnancies
The researcher therefore made a suggestion. Improve the law to protect fetuses of mothers
addicted to drugs according to the principle (Pro-Life) by proposing amendments to the
National Health Act of 2007 and drafting ministerial regulations on medical measures for
examining and treating fetuses in mothers' wombs. who are addicted to drugs, B.E. ... to provide
protection for their life’s health protection Fetus in the womb of a drug-addicted mother and
protect doctors under the principles of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

Conclusion: The Pro-Life stance, which supports fetal rights based on human rights principles,
and the Pro-Choice stance, which prioritizes the mother's rights and does not recognize fetal
legal personality, are two opposing principles regarding the protection of fetuses of drug-
addicted mothers. These principles are highlighted in the study. It suggests that Thailand enact
pro-life measures, such as changing the National Health Act and enacting new rules, in order
to safeguard fetuses and the medical personnel who treat them.
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