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A Study of Semantic Changes of Head in Compound Words of Tai Lue Language
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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the semantic changes of the word, “head” (or hua in Thai) in
compound words of Tai Lue language. The theoretical framework is based on metaphor and metonymy
concepts (George Lakoff and Mark Johnson), meaning changes concepts (Ladislav Zgusta), prototype theory
(Talmy Givon) and semantic network (Andrea Tyler and Vyvyan Evans).

The study collects data from Tai Lue alphabet found in Xishuangbanna document, Yunnan District,
China. The document is divided into nine types namely historical document, custom and culture, literature,

tale, text, book, proverb, song and newspaper.
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The results reveal that there are 106 compound words with “head” and there are 30 meaning that

have the semantic changes from the primary meaning. The meanings can be categorized into four groups

namely 1) ‘organ’ meaning; 2) ‘being unit’ meaning; 3) ‘area or time’ meaning and 4) ‘qualification’ meaning.
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