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Abstract

The objectives of this investigation were to examine participation levels and attitude of the
community members toward the learning and tourism development and to propose a guideline for the
development. These qualitative and quantitative studies were conducted by questionnaires, interviews and
focus group meeting to collect the data and available information. The sample group included 142 household
leaders and 28 community leaders, village council’'s members and representatives of career groups. The
findings revealed that

1) The sample group participated in tourism development were at a high level. The community
management employed decentralization process to various groups based on resolutions from community
public hearings with a focus on clear understanding before conducting the public hearings.

2) The community attitude toward the development and learning was positive. The issue with the
highest level was community pride in being an important tourist attraction and a learning center in the
province. This was indicative of the success of community management according to the sufficiency
economy, based on the value and worth of their culture, wisdom and lifestyle.

3) Regarding the development guideline, it was found that learning and tourism activities got along in
line very well with the community culture, traditions and ways of life with visitors’ learning and experiences
based on community participation. The activities that the sample groups needed at the highest level were
visiting and paying homage to Ban Dok Bua Temple, enjoying eating local or chemical-free foods, learning

basketry handicraft, and learning the local agricultural ways of life.

Keywords: Tourism, Learning, Cultural Heritage Management, Sufficiency Community
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