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Chiang Mai University Students’ Speech Act of Greetings
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Abstract

The research of students’ Greetings Speech Act in Chiang Mai University aims 1) to study forms of
speech relating to speech act of CMU students’ greeting, 2) to investigate factors influencing students’
speech choosing. Two concepts have been applied to the research as follows: John R. Searle’s and Amara
Prasithrathsint’s speech act theory.

The data of this research gathered from 160 students in Chiang Mai University by recording while
they were making a conversation without telling them. After doing the record, the sample groups were

interviewed again in order to gain the information as correct as possible.
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The findings show that there are 3 forms of speech act chosen by the sample groups; 1) a formal

polite speech act 2) an informal polite speech act, 3) an informal impolite speech act. The way to choose

Greeting speech act of the sample groups is varied by 2 factors; one is communicative factor based on

formal and informal situation; the other is social factors such as familiarity, social relation, gender and

ethnicity of interlocutors.

Keywords: Speech act of greetings, Forms of speech
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