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Abstract

Pak Phanang river basin is one among others that has potential to be unique
tourist attraction. It located at the South of Nakhon Si Thammarat. In the past, it played an
important role as a port city of Nakhon Si Thammarat, before the economic crisis and natural
disaster attacked. Now a day, the environment of Pak Phanang river basin has been
changed. The local people need to adjust themselves to this new environment for their
livelihoods accordingly to the quidelines of Self-sufficient economy. Thus, developing the
ability of local people for sustainable career is highly needed (Walailak University, 2016).
Way of life tourism is, hence, an appropriate approach for Pak Phanang river basin. This type
of tourism is focus on the value of society in the aspects of local wisdom, environment,
culture, pride of locality, and local way of life.

The most important factor for successful business is the readiness of entrepreneur
in operating business, particularly, the readiness in marketing and management (Bangmo,
2012). Therefore, this could be said that the readiness of tourism entrepreneur; in both
marketing and management aspects, are crucial for the success of way of life tourism of Pak
Phanang river basin. This research aimed at 1) to examine the readiness of entrepreneurs in
providing tourism services for way of life tourism of Pak Phanang river basin, Pak Phanang
district and 2) to compare the readiness of entrepreneurs in providing tourism services for
way of life tourism of Pak Phanang river basin according to the types of tourism business.
The research utilized questionnaires to collect data. The results were presented by descriptive
statistics, and One Way Anova with Games-Howell statistic.

The results showed that tourism entrepreneurs had high level of readiness in term
of marketing management aspect. The results revealed that there was a difference between
tourism entrepreneurs in lodging, restaurant and souvenir shops regarding their readiness in
marketing management.  Souvenir entrepreneurs  showed highest level of marketing

management readiness among others.
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Tourism entrepreneurs had highest level of readiness in term of management. The results
indicated that there was a difference between tourism entrepreneurs in lodging, restaurant
and souvenir shops regarding their readiness in management.  Souvenir entrepreneurs

showed highest level of marketing management readiness among others.

Keywords:  Tourism Business, The readiness to providing services, Way of life

tourism of Pak Phanang river
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