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Abstract

The study, entitled Sanskrit loan words in Vetala tales aimed to study word form, sound change and
semantic change based on semantic change of Ladislav Zgusta [1] and group Sanskrit loan words by
collecting data from Vetala tales, composed by His Highness Prince Rajani Chamcharas, Prince
Bidyalongkorn [2]

The results of the study showed that there were 112 Sanskrit loan words in Vetala tales which had 2
types of word form. First type was the Sanskrit word form which was similar to Thai word form. Second type
was Sanskrit word form which was different from Thai word form composing of three word categories as

noun, verb and adverb.
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Regarding to sound change and semantic change of Sanskrit loan words, it was found that there

was consonant and vowel sound change. The meaning of Sanskrit loan words had meanings of moving,

expanding, narrowing and being the same. Besides, there were 10 Sanskrit loan word categories. These

were human and organ, quality, doing, non-human and gods, place, natural resource, star and time,

knowledge, religions and beliefs, weapon and object.

Keywords: Loan Words, Sanskrit Language, Vetala Tales
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