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EDITORIAL

Padtheera Narkurairattanaz, Editor

The Journal of Human Rights and Peace Studies (JHRPS) has entered its eleventh year,
amid the struggles of our working group as partners in advancing JHRPS as a medium for
delivering knowledge and case studies related to rights, dignity, and living together in society.
Despite several cases showing incompatibility between rights and dignity in societies, JHRPS
commits to taking a leading role in revealing facts based on straightforward academic
methodologies.

JHRPS Volume, Issue 11, No. 1 (January - June 2025) aims to present key points related
to the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which were adopted to achieve
a holistic peace across people, society, and environment, bringing about a peaceful and equal
planet. However, submissions to our journal have exemplified the reverse, that is, unsustainable
development. All seven publications in this issue, evaluated by three reviewers during the
intensive peer review process, show that many societies are moving in the direction of
unsustainable development. To unpack these issues, choosing a critical approach is very useful.

This issue began with an article, "From Critiquing Intractable Conflicts to Deconstructing
the International Peace Architecture: Oliver P. Richmond and the Development of Knowledge in
Peace Studies," presented by Kwanchanok Kittiwanich. This article analyzed the selected works
of Oliver P. Richmond, an influential peace theorist who employed a critical peace perspective to
provide a clear picture of how society is challenged by Western-centric thought, closely
associating peace with democracy, human rights, liberalism, and globalization. This point
becomes significant, especially when the concept of peace is applied in non-Western contexts.
The paper poses a question to practitioners in the field of peacebuilding and sustainable
development, asking them to rethink where global peace and sustainable development can be
placed within any framework when democracy and human rights are based on equality and
human dignity. Therefore, this is a must-read article for those involved in peacebuilding.

Undeniably, freedom of thought, the expression of opinion, and formulating questions for
independent research are essential foundations for creating knowledge, ultimately leading to
sustainable and comprehensive development. However, societies that failed to follow a

democratic way and respect human rights, covering freedom of expression and rights to criticize,

2 |nstitute of Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University.
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respond with several restrictive measures to silence critics and dissents, such as prosecution,
defamation, SLAPPs, and unfair arrest. As elaborated in a work of Ei Yatanar Myint, "Importance
of Right to Fair Trial: Legal Analysis of Court Hearings of Political Activists in Myanmar after the
2021 Coup". This article describes the undemocratic situation in Myanmar following the 2021
coup. Ei Yatanar Myint highlights the deprivation of liberty and unfair trial imposed against active
citizens and activists who called for freedom, rights, and democratic political participation. In
Thailand, Chomkate Ngamkaiwan presented an article titted "The Chilling Effect of SLAPPs on
Academic Freedom of University Lecturers in Thailand. "The paper projected how academics
faced strategic lawsuits against public participation or SLAPPs because of their criticism of the
military coup and businesses violating human rights. In line with the work of Padtheera
Narkurairattana and Pimonluk Suvongsindh on "Academic Freedom: A guaranteed mechanism
of peace and sustainable development". This article highlights a problem in the higher education
system, which is expected to ensure the freedom of thought and expression of learners. However,
the education system is exploited to serve the Thai state, which resorts to authoritarianism and
abuse of power to deprive people of political and civic rights.

In this regard, the Thai education system is also facing a significant challenge in developing
citizens with critical skills. Basic education cannot avoid this challenge, even in mathematics,
which is better suited to cultivate logic and develop critical thinking skills compared to other
subjects. As argued in a work of Yoothapichai Khathippatee, "An Analysis of Democracy in
Mathematics Classrooms Using the Open Approach”, this paper analyzes a problem of learning
management in mathematics classrooms, which is expected to teach learners to become
democratic citizens equipped with analytical and critical skills. However, based on his experience,
Yoothapichai finds that the reality is, in fact, the opposite. This reality prompts him to formulate
a research question and conclude that "learning management" is crucial for developing
democratic citizens, particularly in mathematics classrooms.

Looking into the international level, "The Mekong River Commission's Water Diplomacy
Framework in Managing Transboundary Water Tensions: An Empirical Analysis of the Chinese
Dam Cascade and the Laotian Xayaburi Dam", presented by Pham Minh Khang, exemplified a
key challenge to international sustainable development. In this situation, China and Laos, which
have failed to adopt democratic principles, respect human rights, and limit public participation in
natural resource allocation, have decided to build dams arbitrarily in their countries, prioritizing
their own benefits, regardless of the impacts on other countries along the Mekong River. Such a
move causes transboundary water tensions in the sub-region. Even though the Mekong River

Commission (MRC) is established as a mechanism for discussing and settling water disputes
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over the utilization of the Mekong River, there are negative impacts caused by the dam-building
race to reserve water and utilize the river based on each country's interests. Such circumstances
explicitly ruin the foundation of environmental sustainability. It proves that attempts to resolve
disputes over natural resource contention through MRC still lack clarity in their procedures.
Moreover, the MRC, the Mekong River countries, and the confronting countries, with differing
stands and political ideologies, pose a question to readers about how to improve the dispute
resolution mechanism effectively.

This volume concludes with an academic article by two renowned scholars in peacebuilding,
Mark Tamthai and Ngamsuk Ruttanasatain, entitled "Lessons from Quebec, Scotland and
Okinawa for Peacebuilding in Thailand's Deep South. "This article points to a room for building
peace sustainably in the deep south of Thailand. The article explored lessons from Quebec in
Canada, Scotland, and Okinawa in Japan, where a political freedom space is adopted as a key
in resolving violence effectively. These lessons also emphasized the importance of maintaining a
political freedom space in conflict resolution, rather than resorting to arms and conflict, which only
led to loss and damage.

Before closing, as our world faces crises and tensions, the Journal of Human Rights and
Peace hopes that the knowledge of peace and human rights presented in this volume will help
our readers apply and implement these concepts in practice, thereby contributing to the
development of our society in an equal and sustainable manner. Our journal also hopes to receive

support from our contributors, as we have always enjoyed in the last few years.
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