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EDITORIAL

Yanuar Sumarlan1, Editor

Our Journal (Edition 10/2) this time reveals seven articles from Myanmar, Thailand (in
Thai), and Vietnam. Tin Hla and Mst Umme Habiba Fahmina Karim reported the troubled situation
of access to education in Pekon Township Myanmar after the coup in May 2021 and following
clashes between the military and armed resistance groups. In “Disrupted Education System and
Ongoing Conflict in Myanmar: An Analysis of the Educational Situation in Pekon Township”,
interviews reveal that the conflicts and attacks to schools, universities, students, and teachers
have reduced rights to education into rubbles in this country. These authors measured the
perimeters of the educational qualities along the four axes of Accessibility, Availability,
Acceptability, and Adaptability, and they found that these measurements showed nothing was
good there. Therefore, the state had no choice but to resume safe education services for all in
Myanmar and to stop attacks on educational facilities. Along the same vein, the space for
academic freedom before and after the 2021 military coup was reported as problematic by Nwet
K. Khine (“Space for academic freedom in Myanmar before and after the 2021 military coup”).
Utilizing the Gramscian State Theory, this author showed that the State Administrative Council
bolstered ideological influence using staff training and legal modification as tools for state’s
transmission of ideology. The state forced universities to conform to the state’s ideology and fulfill
legal, procedural and institutional obligations of the ideological state apparatuses. The importance
of State Administration is shown by Chu Manh Hung & Le Thi Anh Dao (“Incorporating Informal
Female Waste Pickers into Plastic Waste Management: An Analysis of Vietham’s Policies and
Regulations”) in the analysis on Vietnam’s management of plastic waste. The State’s attempt to
launch the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Program in 2024 remains futile to recognize

properly the Informal Female Waste Pickers (IFWPs) roles. To effectively incorporate IFWPs into
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the EPR system, the government should enact a law that officially recognizes waste picking as a
profession and professionalizes this workforce by incorporating them into more capable

organizations.

Moving to Thailand, Miriam Jaehn focused her analysis (“Born into Hostipitality —Are
Second-Generation Refugees Temporary Guests or Residents ‘At Home’?”) on the fate of
Rohingya refugees in Thailand. Taking a case of one refugee, this author revealed that second-
generation Rohingya’s sense of home if forged through floating intimate ties that allow them to
secure their lives in Thailand and remake their homes elsewhere whenever needed. Though
constructed as a ‘national security threat’ and perceived as unwelcome guests by the government,
second-generation Rohingya act as residents and become residents at the margins of the nation-
state where its sovereignty over territory and people remains challenged. At the end, the author
claimed that second-generation Rohingya's routes of home along the thresholds of the nation-
state beg the question of whether they can still legitimately be viewed only as 'temporary guests.’
Meanwhile, back in Myanmar, Natiza Lutfa and Rafayat Shanto (“Ethnicity and the Politics of
Revolution in Myanmar: The Fate of the Arakan Army”) argued that the unresolved conflicts
between the state and ethnic groups since the Independence Day had produced a plethora of
shaky peace processes. Using the case of the ethnic strife between the Arakan Army in Myanmar,
this article examines and proves the factors that impede the peace process after 2011. Winchana
Mopattamthai (“The Achievement of Using the Process of Creating Inner Peace through Non-
Harming as Buddhist Integration”) revealed the meaning of forgiveness, relationship between
non-harming and inner peace in Theravada Buddhism, and the creation of inner peace through

the process of non-harming. The concepts used in this article are “calmness,” “abhaiyadana”
(forgiveness), “non-harming,” and “inner peace.” After interviewing 30 samples, the author found
that the majority of these samples experienced much changes in terms of thoughts and attitudes,

emotions, and changes in relationships.

And finally, Htet Hlaing Win (“Everyday Forms of Resistance and Political Killings in Post-
Coup Myanmar After 2021”) proved the changes in Myanmar citizens’ worldview and behavior
when the time came to resist the junta in “everyday forms of resistance” a la James Scott.
Nevertheless, the rampant political killing in Myanmar was done after the victims were picked due
to their different behavior; thus, the connection between “everyday forms of resistance” and

“political killings” was shown in victim selection.
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