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EDITORIAL

Tyrell Haberkorn?!, Editor

This issue of the Journal of Human Rights and Peace Studies arrives on the eve of the
tenth anniversary of the establishment of its home institution, the Institute for Human Rights
and Peace Studies (IHRP) at Mahidol University. IHRP began in 1998 as the Center for Human
Rights and Social Development Studies (CHRSD), and soon began offering the first MA in Human
Rights in Asia. Then, the Research Center for Peacebuilding was established in November 2004
following the declaration of martial law in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand to
contribute to the resolution of the conflict through participatory research and dialogue. Today,
IHRP is a combination of both of these earlier initiatives. IHRP is at once an academic unit
offering MA and PhD degrees in human rights and democratization; an institute coordinating
and engaging in research and research-led engagement in the service of promoting peace,
reconciliation, and justice; and a center generating intellectual exchange on these topics in
Thailand, Asia-Pacific and the world.

With this upcoming anniversary in mind, this issue contains four articles, as well as an
article review and a book review, focused on the special theme of education and human
rights, and three additional articles. Crossing disciplines, the special theme articles invite
readers to consider the intersecting histories of student activism and human rights
consciousness, the status of LGBTQIA+ rights in universities, best practices to foster democratic
citizenship in the undergraduate classroom, and the relationship between law and human
rights education in and beyond the nation.

In “Student Activism in Indian Universities: A means of improving human rights awareness,”

Anamika Anamika interviewed seventeen student activists across India from a range of
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religious, linguistic, and socio-economic backgrounds about how they came to consciousness
and why they became involved in struggles for justice. For all those she interviewed, personal
background and the transformative experience of higher education - their independence, the
possibility opened, and the first-hand experience of oppression — combined to foster interest
in human rights. Anamika concluded that the sources of human rights consciousness for
students can include their individual experiences of caste, class, or race-based discrimination,
as well as learning about their parents’ histories as student activists and the very context of
the university. What is most hopeful is her insight that the very experience of activism, such
as that against the 2019 Citizenship Act and the exclusion it promoted, generated a collective
human rights consciousness for students. This consciousness, she notes, was “created as they
committed themselves to the cause regardless of consequences.” Taking risks to protect the
human rights of others both changes the individual lives of student activists and collectively
improves society.

Then, in “The Recognition of LGBTQIA+ Rights as Human Rights in Thailand’s Six Public
Universities,” Ladawan Khaikham examines LGBTQIA+ rights at Chulalongkorn University,
Thammasat University, Kasetsart University, Silpakorn University, Mahidol University, and
Chiang Mai University as diagnostic of the status of their legal and public acceptance in Thai
society. Universities, as with much of Thai society, are highly gendered spheres where
adherence to norms is strictly enforced and often cast as necessary to be polite. Yet, what if
oppression arises from the very experience of conforming to such norms? Ladawan offers an
answer to this question through careful comparative analysis. She focuses in particular on
three key areas — uniforms, graduation gowns, and name prefixes — as indicators of the
recognition of rights. Each of the six universities provides some protection of LGBTQIA+ rights,
such as allowing students to choose which of the gendered uniforms to wear or whether or
not to use a name prefix on their student identification card. Yet protection in universities
remains uneven, just as it does across Thai society in general.

The next two articles focus precisely on the undergraduate university classroom as a site
of learning about and with rights. In “Human Rights Education Theory of Change for Learners:
Value and Awareness-Socialization Plus Model,” Naparat Kranrattanasuit and Yanuar Sumarlan
draw on their experience teaching an undergraduate course, Concepts and Case Studies of
Human Rights, at Mahidol University over eight years to examine how university students are
changed by the experience of studying human rights. Naparat and Sumarlan’s research

underlines the potential of the university classroom and university teachers to inspire change.
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Turning from assessing an existing course to creating new strategies for promoting citizenship,
in “The Development of Learning Management Model to Promote Media, Information and
Digital Literacy of Citizenship Competencies for Undergraduate Students in Democratic
Citizenship Education Course,” Attachon Sajjaphattanakul outlines and assesses a three-part
method designed to do so. The model he proposes begins with classroom education on key
ideas of information and digital media, then turns to experiential learning in the field, and
concludes with a period of classroom-based reflection. The interplay between learning inside
and outside the classroom is necessary to foster the kind of citizenship and participation
capable of fostering the democracy much needed in Thailand and around the world. The
special theme section concludes with an article review and a book review both focused on
how higher education can be involved in peace-building: the need to do so is urgent as
evidenced by ongoing conflict within and beyond the Southeast Asian region.

The three additional articles in this issue address significant concerns of rights protection
in the legal system and health services, and a state-of-the-field assessment of the role of
dialogue in forging peace. In “Human Rights in the Justice Procedure: Abuse of Arrest Warrant,”
Somsak Tienjaroonkul examines how a loophole in criminal procedure law leads to a cruel
practice whereby police officers may delay executing an arrest warrant for an accused person
already in detention until they are released. This means that a person may believe they are
being released from detention, only to find that the police are waiting to arrest him/her
outside the prison gate. During recent years, many accused in political and freedom of
expression cases have faced this experience. Somsak recommends that procedural law be
reformed so that the police cannot delay the execution of warrants. Kitrawee lJiratasatit and
Ronnapoom Samakkeekarom shine a light on recent action to improve access to health
services for ethnic minority women in northern Thailand in “The Community Innovation to
Strengthening User-friendly Health Services Accessibility among Thai Ethnic Women in Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai, and Mae Hong Son.” All members of the range of ethnic minority groups in
Thailand face marginalization in terms of language, citizenship and access to state services,
and patriarchy means that this is intensified for women. Drawing on individual and focus-group
interviews, they analyze the obstacles a range of ethnic minority women face and make
concrete recommendations on how access can be improved, including community-sensitive
health promotion, fostering of community leaders and provisions for interpreters. Finally, in
“Dialogue as Peace Innovation: State of Knowledge and Recommendations,” Poldham

Sianmekhun Chancome assesses the dialogue work in southern Thailand of IHRP itself.
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Reflecting on the last nineteen years of work, Poldham offers crucial recommendations for
further development going into the future.

| want to conclude with a personal reflection on the eve of IHRP’s tenth anniversary. |
have had the privilege to be involved with IHRP as a visiting scholar, guest lecturer, and
external member of MA committees since 2010. Conversations with students in the classroom,
exchanges with colleagues, and debates during thesis defenses have all inspired and
challenged me in productive ways. At a time when human rights are under threat in Thailand
and globally, IHRP provides a clarion example of the essential work that scholars — as both
researchers and teachers — and universities can do to both track and challenge the

dispossession of rights.
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