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EDITORIAL

Padtheera Nakurairattana®, Editor

Since the end of 2019, our world has been threatened by the coronavirus or COVID-
19 pandemic which can be considered as an unexpectedly emerging threat to humanity that
severely and inevitably impacts on peace and security of the humankinds. Inequalities and
discriminations visibly surface amidst this global pandemic. When we look at different
countries around the world during this pandemic crisis, we can find that in some societies
where there are less inequality and effective and transparent welfare system that responds
to crisis with respect of human values and human dignity, management of the pandemic crisis
in such societies could perform better in avoiding the conditions that lead to more
discrimination and in mitigating the long-term damages. For example, in the Scandinavian
countries where there are established social welfare systems, despite the severe COVID-19
pandemic resulting in high numbers of death tolls, the mitigating measures has been
employed by the governments of these countries through effective vaccination programs and
financial remedies by providing financial assistance directly into citizen’s bank account in order
to compensate their regular business activities and to sustain their livelihoods during the lock-
down policy that could effectively alleviate the crisis and restore the confidence of the citizens
towards governments’ management of the pandemic. These kinds of policy measures reflect

both the political and government structures, and management systems of the states that
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value human dignity and human security of citizens. Regarding what kind of welfare system
that can facilitate better living standards and quality of life for their citizen, this issue of our
Journal of Human Rights and Peace Studies (Vol. 7 No. 1; January — June 2021) is honored to
have Sustarum Thammaboosadee who presents useful information from his research for us
to seriously think about the issue of welfare system in an article titled “The Relations of
Intergenerational Social Mobility and the Degree of Welfare Generosity: A Comparative Case
Studies of United States Norway Japan and Thailand.”

Apart from pondering the welfare system that might be a guarantee of wellbeing of
populations in the states, the survey and indicators on peace of people in the society can
possibly signify the level of quality of life of people too. A research by Chalat Prateuagrattana
titled “Preliminary Study on The Feasibility for Constructing Peace Community Index in Thai
Society” tries to explore the possibility in Thai society on how “Peace Community Index” in
Thai society can be developed through the study and application of the Global Peace Index
into the community level in Thailand. Nevertheless, this study is still at the pilot stage and it
still needs to be developed further to create wider understanding in Thai society to actually
apply and utilize this kind of indicators relating to peace, justice, happiness as well as violence
and human rights abuse which are still issues in the society.

Though Thai state has made the commitment to comply with the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights since 1948, state of knowledge on human rights has not been mainstreamed
in the Thai society yet. In contrast, the issue of human rights is criticized by some groups of
people as “a tool for foreign intervention” especially from the US and it should not be used
to intervene and influence Thai society. These groups claim that Thailand is already a good
and peaceful country and they do not believe that human beings are born equal because
they accumulated different levels of merit-making from the past lives. However, when we
look at the statistics of violence appeared in the daily news, it is evident that Thai society is a
fertile ground for various kinds of violence and human rights abuses. These phenomena imply
structural and cultural issues that have been accumulated and embedded for a long time.

“Education” seems to be a crucial foundation and a hope for the society to transcend itself
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from the culture of violence and human rights abuses as prescribed in the article 26(2) of
Universal Human Rights Declaration: “education shall be directed to the full development of
the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedomes. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial
or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance
of peace.” Therefore, education for peace or peace education can possibly the solution for
Thai society to expand its worldview and change its paradigm in order to promote equal
practices with respect and reduce discrimination and marginalization in the society. In addition,
peace education can possibly promote capacity building for global citizen as several higher
education institutions have prioritized this approach in its pedagogy; for instance, Prince
Songkhla University, Pattani Campus has opened the course on peace education and reflected
their pedagogical practices which appears in Fareeda Panjor and Yasmin Sattar’s article titled
“Peace Education in Conflict Area of Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus.” Together
with the education for human rights in Thai society, the design of educational materials and
media can also encourage interest and facilitate the learning on human rights to be easily
comprehensible as the article on “Rights Card Game: The Impacts of an Innovative Human
Rights Education Tool on the Players’ Understanding of Human Rights” written by Wasin
Punthong, Pimrapaat Dusadeeisariyakul draws the lessons learned from teaching human rights
through game or edutainment.

Ultimately, peace and human rights education may be successful if the educational
system does not open a space for the learners to participate in asking questions and designing
the learning process together with teachers or educators especially on the issues that relate
to their daily lives in the society. The research by Achira Uttaman and Donrudee Suwankiri
presents a comparative study of education designs for the learners who are interested in
creating social changes in their own surroundings as appeared in the article titled “The Study
of Active Learning Activities for Teachers, Social Studies, Religious and Cultural Groups,

Srinakharinwirot University Demonstration School (Primary Department)”
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Education also plays a crucial role in promoting quality of life for citizens in the
democratic society. The key component of peace education is a purpose in building positive
peace which means peace and social justice as the absence of suppression, exploitation and
legal injustice that lead to policy disadvantages towards certain groups of people. In other
words, it means the absence of structural violence that deteriorates social justice. Therefore,
“Peace Education” and “Peace Research” with critical and constructive view to build a caring
and critical thinking society as its ultimate goal is the approach to create social cohesion with
respect of diversity, non-marginalization, openness, tolerance, embracing of differences as well
as respect of dignity of others. Moreover, the education which promote the culture of
marginalized populations such as ethnic minorities with the curriculum and pedagogy using
mother-tongue of those minority groups will empower and create social equality for those
marginalized populations. This exemplifies through the attempts of creating education process
for ethnic minorities in Myanmar in the collaborative research between Institute of Human
Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University and a university scholar in Myanmar which is
presented in the paper titled “Teaching Ethnic Language as a Subject in Primary School to
Enhance Access to Education of Children of Ethnic Minority Groups: A Case Study of Teaching
Kayin Language at Primary Schools in Thandaunggyi Township, Kayin State, Myanmar.” This
research paper is a good example for human rights and peace research that demonstrates the
role of education through its teaching and practices in protecting the rights of ethnic minorities
and in empowering the minority group to preserve their dignity and ethnic identity. | have
found that this research is a moral courage and moral imagination and it is an attempt to co-
create or co-design the society that is beautiful and applicable for people in the society. In
other words, it is the design of education that draws out potentials of the learners amidst the
societal challenge in Myanmar as well as in Thailand that tries to dominate cultures of the
minority people through language and culture of the majority. It is appreciated that the
researcher in this article has studied and uncovered the designers for peaceful and just society,
also known as “peace architects” who are courageous to create the educational design for

peace and just society. There is also an attempt for a similar kind of practice in educational
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design with mother-tongue language of minority group in the southernmost provinces of
Thailand.

Similarly, a research article by Ulla Vesteri on “Gender Equality in Finnish Official
Development Assistance (ODA) Policies” presents rights and equality of women in Indonesia
as another underprivileged group in which a development organization from Finland tried to
promote the application of gender equality in organizational settings and to encourage this
principle as a core value in a wide-range of non-profit organizations especially labor unions.

Above all, human rights and peace are closely connected to politics. If there is a good
political system with democratic values, respect of equality, use of non-violence in resolving
conflict and accountability, the politics either in Thailand or Myanmar may not reach to this
crisis of democratic recession as happened nowadays resulting fragile and polarized society
where people are manipulated by corrupted politicians. This issue is portrayed in the review
of Janjira Sombatpoonsiri’s article “Two Thailands; Clashing Political Orders and Entrenched
Polarization” by two undergraduate students from leading universities of Thailand and the
book review of Thant Myint-U’s “Burma: Race, Capitalism and the Crisis of Democracy in the
21°" Century” by Nyein Thant Aung.

As Lord Acton said, “Power tends to corrupt, absolute power corrupts absolutely,” in
this case human rights and peace will be easily suppressed and destroyed if we have too little

awareness and attention to learn about human rights, democracy, peace and social justice.
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