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EDITORIAL

Yanuar Sumarlan?, Issue Editor

To Foucault's claim (1977/2002) that power is exercised rather than possessed, Morris
(1987/2002) responded that "everything that needs to be said about power can be said by

1

using the idea of the capacity to affect outcomes." During the last decade, when the
democratic systems are taking a backtrack in ASEAN countries, many of these countries
deliberately set these drawbacks or "affect outcomes." These outcomes appear as what we
might call the lack of politics of recognition and dignity of human [beings] (Taylor 1994).

To represent these processes through which states are effecting "outcomes" to exercise
their power over the 'subordinates), i.e., minorities, non-government entities, women, students,
sexual minorities, religious minorities, indigenous groups, etc, this Journal retells the stories
from some ASEAN countries.

Beginning from Singapore, the famous police city, this Journal shows in the first article
(by Vorathep Sachdev) how the Singaporean Government represses its NGOs through a
discourse of Tiger State 'status,' and an inherited law (from the British) called Charity Law to
enforce registration of all NGOs. Whenever an NGO (a Charity) is considered a 'companies,’
registration can be an extremely lengthy process that must be abode by the criteria set out
in the Companies Act. There are also additional grounds for refusal of registration when a
company might be used for unlawful purposes, or such registration is contrary to national
interest or security. With such a fairly broad rejection profile, achieving registration status is

difficult when the government refuses to concede (O'Halloran et al., 2010).
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The article continues with the influence of this Singaporean’s style of NGO repression
towards other ASEAN countries like Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam. Like Singapore's
Constitution, Malaysia's Constitution also focuses on a "limited range of first- generation civil-

political rights." Malaysia's Constitution rejects proposals to constitutionalize welfare right
because these rights are not justiciable (Haley and Takenaka, 2014). Although registration is
not a problem for NGOs in Thailand, some issues in funding remain contested here
(Prateapusanond, 2017). In Vietnam, civil society groups have been suppressed when they
posed a threat to the State in any form during the 1960s and 1970s (Lee 2004).

If some citizens resist, the Indonesian Buddhists must negotiate harder yet quietly to
keep their interests in Indonesia. The second article (Online Waisak: Celebrating Discrimination
of Indonesian Buddhists by Jesada Buaban) shows how the Indonesian government supports
and oppresses minority religious groups through the discourse of "national unity" (instead of
religious jargon). During the 'normal’ control when the Waisak celebration was still done offline,
all Buddhist sects known in Indonesia must conform with the state-imposed jargon or motto
for religious celebrations. The strength of this control remained even when the 'new normal'
appeared that the groups must move to the online platform to celebrate their Waisak festival
in seemingly 'free ways.' Nevertheless, these sects could not be 'free’; the state gaze and
control stayed strong. This article exposes the methods of such a Panopticon.

At an almost similar time, Vietnam's State tried to improve gender equality in education
through its Constitution of 2013 and other laws on gender and education (Law on Gender
Equality 2018, Law on Vocational Education 2014, Law on Amendments to the Law on Higher
Education 2018, and Law of Education of Vietnam 2019). The third article by Huu Phuoc Ngo
(Gender Equality in Education) reveals how much these laws conform to both the international
standards and treaties to which Vietnam is a member and Vietnam's own legal system. This
article finds, for instance, that although the Law on Gender Equality of 2006 provides equal
access to education in terms of age and to vocational education and training (consistently
with Article 10 of CEDAW— Convention against Discrimination of Women), the Law does not
cover all the scopes mentioned in this Article 10. Thus, in the end, this article provides some

recommendations to improve the Vietnam Laws on gender equality in education.
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For the development or empowerment for the other minority group from the young
age or students, the following article by Pakdeekul Ratana offers a breakthrough by critical
thinking and critical pedagogy for creating student voice as citizens in the 21 century. To
launch these concepts, the author suggests the creation of the community of philosophical
inquiry learning approach. Not only this author offers a breakthrough but also reveals a learning
process in a critical classroom where the concepts of critical pedagogy and critical thinking are
applied.

To add the value of such critical thinking and critical pedagosy, another concept of
Multiculturalism is added to the repertoire of dealing with differences and diversity of citizenry.
This author, Bundit Grivijitr, cites Canadian scholar Charles Taylor (1994), who introduced the
concept of Multiculturalism in the original article (Multiculturalism and the politics of
recognition). Recognition and dignity are important in linking the citizens together where all
parties accept the diversity. However, behind the concept that arises from the assumption
that “all human beings are the same’ lies a difference-blind principle that hides conflicts.
Since people have to strugsle to present their identities or groups as outstanding—those who
fail to do this will lose in the game of recognition. In Thailand, the problem is the suppression
of differences and diversity. When the concept of Multiculturalism is used, there must be a
recognition to the grassroots, minorities, and individuals at different levels that all must be
aware of. If not, Multiculturalism will be just the politics of distribution of benefits to the local
politicians who take all gains above the grassroots and subalterns.

The exercise of ‘power’ over civil society groups or minorities also takes place in Papua
Indonesia (by Latifah Buswarimba). The attempt of a mining company under a state-issued
business license to take over a piece of land belonging to indigenous Papuans was repelled by
the latter's methods of decision making using their own culturally-sanctioned practice of symbolic
attack to the local indigenous leaders who were deemed as failing to protect their own "subjects."
After the company secured the license, it closed its "mining ground" from access to the previous
groups who controlled the land. The communities reclaimed their lost land by holding meetings
with the local government like Jayapura (City) House of Representative, Acting Regent of Jayapura.

The locals avoided legal actions against the company for failures and prolonged processes.
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Besides, the company seldom revealed or shared any documents that the communities could
use in courts. After the locals found that that one of three locally respected leaders (called
Ondoafi in local tongue) was in favor of the company's activities and two such leaders (Ondoafis)
favored the anti-company groups, local anti-company groups decided to threaten the company
with a tribal war mechanism with weapons. After a few times of ignorance by the company, the
communities decided to launch a symbolic attack to burn the company’s heavy equipment and
guard posts. The attack was also targeting the house of the Great Ondoafi, who was considered
as failing to carry the duties to protect the communities under his leadership. This decision was
taken after a traditional decision-making process called para para adat; by the way, the arson
attack was launched after some early warning to minimize casualties and losses after the burning.

After the arson attack had taken place to disturb the local peace, most members of
the local communities decided to set reconciliation to restore the normal situation. Together,
either supporting or rejecting the company, the groups agreed that while all members
considered a decision, the company was asked to stop the operation temporarily until the
reconciliation was completed.

This Editorial is closed by the seventh article from Vietnam (Shamed Citizens). When
the State of Vietnam decriminalized same- sex wedding ceremonies and allowed transgender
people to register under their new gender, progress seemingly dawned in this communist
country. However, this 'progress' was just the sign of the other dawn of "social evils" campaigns
using shaming mechanisms through derogatory discourses towards sexual minorities. The
article by Otgonbaatar (Shamed Citizens) shows that the notion of shame turns out to have
the empowering and transformative capability for mature queers into "decent citizens."

Book Review by Teresa on the book entitled Burma/Myanmar: What Everyone Needs to
Know (New York, Oxford University Press, 2013). More generally, this book offers a kind of
‘textbook' for any "Burma/Myanmar 101 Course" with the pedagogical of Q&A representation. This
book also reveals a systematic explanation of A-to-Z on what happened in the country in a
chronological structure that eases younger learners to follow the unfolding 'drama’; the author

exposes the country's political-economic history in chronological order in particular manners.
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Article Review by Thanaphumintr Narkurairattana discusses an article entitled "Covid-
19 and Human Rights: We are all in this together" (United Nations, 2020). This article reveals
that, like the other pandemics, Covid- 19 has led to a broad range of human rights violations
worldwide, beginning from censorship and the silencing of criticism to the excessive use of
police force. The pandemic this time traps minority groups and migrants into finding
themselves particularly vulnerable to abuse, as well as to Covid- 19-related stigma and

violence.
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