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In this volume of the Journal we are pleased to bring to our readers a collection of thought-
provoking, originally-researched and critically argued review articles. The articles shed light
on the challenges people face when they are caught in the cross-hairs of political and
economic upheaval or within the confines of structural prejudice and discrimination. What
happens when people’s lives are disrupted, upended or irrevocably changed as a
consequence of violence, be it at the hand of the state or from groups fighting against the
central government? When people navigate the difficulties of migration for economic and
political security, only to find themselves subject to neglect or sexual violence in refugee
settlements, what sort of supports are in place to assist them and why is it so difficult for
preventative measures to be more effective in reducing gender-based violence? These are
some of the questions taken up by the articles.

How organizations with the mandate of responding to crises whether state or civil
society/NGO in nature is an issue at the heart of three pieces in this volume. In the article
“Explorations in the Crafting of Government’s Authority and Power using Institutional
Ethnography: The Case of the 2013 Zamboanga Crisis” by Leslie V. Advincula-Lopez and Nota

F. Magno the authors argue that the rise in recent natural and human-made disasters “call for
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proficiencies in crisis response.” Their richly researched article finds that in the wake of large-
scale internal displacement that resulted from the 2013 Zamboanga (Philippines) siege, “...the
processes of assisting those affected...provided opportunities for local and national actors to
redefine their positions against one another and influence the crisis response process's
outcomes.”

The article by Latifa Laghzaoui and Sukirty Chalise “Other Women and How
International NGOs Fail to Address the Issue” analyses the current anti-trafficking approaches
and discourses of two leading international organisations; GAATW and CATW,” arguing that
“the exclusion of women perpetrators in anti-trafficking discourses has adverse effects on the
actions taken against trafficking, especially in relation to prosecution.” Drawing on feminist
theoretical perspectives, this paper also examines the ways in which structural discrimination
as well as socio-economic oppression serve as “common causes that instigate women to
become victims and perpetrators.” Jennifer Bezirium’s article “An Investigation into the
Struggle to Center Gender-Based Violence Policy in Refugee Settings” criticizes international
organizations as well for inadequately addressing gender-based violence among refugee
arguing that “humanitarian responses continue to neglect the implementation of international
standards..., creating a large gap between recommended policy and policy implementation.”
Drawing on fieldwork undertaken at a refugee camp in Greece, Bezirium seeks to “interrogate
and problematize the persistence of gender inequality in NGO operations.” Her findings
demonstrate “that NGOs are themselves embedded within, and complicit in perpetuating, the
patriarchal social systems and structures that support gender-based violence in the first
place.”

Other authors in this volume use a gender lens to evaluate the reverberations of
migration as well as state-sponsored violence in the Philippines. Aileen Mijares’ research
article “Rebuilding Lives among the Ruins of Duterte’s War on Drugs” brings to light the horrific
impact Philippines President Duterte’s war on drugs has had on family members who have
lost loved ones. Through a feminist frame Mijares “looks at the class and gendered dimensions

of the drug war”. Her research focuses in particular the so-called “left-behind women” of
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victims of the drug war. Using women’s testimonies Mijares examines how their victimization
consequently affects their political agency, allowing many of the women to break the culture
of fear and silence about what has happened to them. Jean Franco considers the “Gendered
constructions of overseas Filipino workers and the politics of national shame” in her article.
Noting that the Philippines has “one of the most active emigration flows in the world” she
argues that there is disproportionate "national shame" about the nature of women's work
abroad but none toward migrant men's. Employing discursive analysis of reactions to the death
of two overseas Filipino contract workers—one male and one female—her article contends

n

that gendered shame legitimizes and expands the state's "protective" stance, thereby shaping
how it regulates women migrant workers.

The article by Kritaya Archavanitkul et al. offers a helpful reminder that an
intersectional perspective can enrich the understanding of policy makers and practitioners in
the sources of injustice. Participants in the training program that this article discusses were
also clear that, order to make the most of insights gained through intersectional approaches,
they would need to have a role in the decision-making level from the early stages of project
design.

The movement of people for work is a part of the fabric of life of many countries in
the Global South. Mariah Grant’s article review extends the critique offered in the article by
its author B. Yaghmaian of the book Refuge. Grant concurs with many of Yagmaian’s points.
But she stresses that while there is need for a “pathway to autonomy, dignity and
empowerment for the refugees”, what is true of the refugee system, is true of migrants and
displaced peoples as well. Grant also brings the discussion up to the present recognizing that

143

the Covid-19 pandemic has driven home that “we are in a time where we must find
meaningful solutions to global migration that respect and uphold the rights of all migrants.”
And that “the emphasis should be on developing systems that accurately address the myriad
reasons people move away from home.”

Johanna Zulueta has reviewed the book Night in the American Village: Women in the

Shadow of the U.S. Military Bases in Okinawa “ by journalist Akemi Johnson, a book which
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draws on “history, politics, social and cultural issues, as experienced by eleven women”
whose lives are in one way or another lived in the “shadow of the U.S. military bases” in
Okinawa. The women are activists, military wives, bar hostesses, students, Amerasians (i.e.
offspring of local women and American servicemen), and base employees. Zulueta’s favorable
review maintains that “As Johnson takes her readers into the lives of each of these women,
she also vividly discusses the complex story of Okinawa from its troubled relationship with
mainland Japan, to its ambivalent relationship to its U.S. occupiers as signified by the presence
of military bases dotting the main island.”

Finally, Mark Capaldi’s article “The Dichotomy of Religion and Sexualities within ASEAN
Member States” looks at the religious sources of discrimination many sexual minorities face
within the ASEAN region. By examining the constructions of sexuality within ASEAN his article
illustrates how “theology, legal frameworks and juridical corpuses have been used to justify
the prohibition — and in some cases criminalization — of same-sex practices. Detailing how
these structures, systems and patterns deprive LGBTQ persons from full enjoyment of their
human rights it is shown how in many cases these may act as justification for various forms of
discrimination, violence and abuse.” And while many of the article in this volume draw
attention to state policies and social-cultural practices that are revealed in extreme situations,
Capaldi’s treatment of religion and sexualities in ASEAN reminds us that these forces are also

defining of the everyday experiences of people who live in East and Southeast Asia.
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