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Secular Morality, Human Rights,

and Democracy

Suraphot Thaweesak

Suan Dusit University
Abstract

This article analyzes the problem of religious morality,
establishing the political and cultural hegemony from ancient times
until the Middle Ages, and discusses that the emergence of secular
morality is to oppose such religious morality. Then, secular morality
is the foundation of human rights and democracy in the modern era.
tThe author proposes that in modern Thai society, if we want to apply
religious morality to political and public issues, of cours, religious
morality is inevitably interpreted to support human rights.

Keywords: religious morality, secular morality, human rights,
democracy
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i amnsyyindsiigndesnsiiasssy vazfsriusunlosnugisssy
Medany Uselovdguuaddiusin v3ennuiIniiveyseyfniens
Thasnmuanaansnusluosansisagene Seldlufsriisdediainm

\aau (negative freedom) AaiidaszannsgnUsdu nadl Yanuminy
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utsesliiainmiBsuan (positive freedom) nsevindatigndasmng
Aasssu wavunlesanuefsssy Ussleviguuosdinuuasninunnimd
YDIWYWVIA ULFILTBINSLANTNANUELDNAUALANAAT VB Sy WEdTE
yndneeein winmlunseuAndasssulanidelilddeifiaassifogui
uitdunuABegaund wazdudeisndeddlmdunis winmsudy
wnunatsvesdasssulanide Jndusingruvesdniuyvevuuas
UszdUlne wasvilidnsuywerunazuszasulnedululdassluns
U§UR

v v

UNEIINY: IATINTENINAasTINlanIFuAY
ASTINAIEUN

deunfndasssulanidonaredusngiuvesdnsuyvevuuay
UszanSulaeadelml wiriufasssulanidonatedy “@asssunisdany”
(social morality) unufasssumaundsligniedn ufasssunuanuie
gyAaa (individual morality) vilviinn1sueneaw1a1nsy (separation
of church and state)” \finsglanidy (secular state) funAseenan
msnilan Shwianadunans, EEnm uazauauenalunsiufiowas

Litufiomaun asdnsmaunduensuilifisnasgauauainudouss

- msuenaau1aniy vaneds “msulenanidunisunasesesniatnanidunia

maun iedundnUsiuuniainimmismaun yufaadamilazu fasiimgnis
mauTauadie Sgedliunsnuesianisneluresmaudnsuazenauinsdes
Liumsnuasianisvessgane” g Waiddn aef, “n1sudkenmaudnsesnaniy”
wlalne 1l leguUseiasy lugngu] wnnddes (Ussansnis), Ustgidvewing
Usesulpe. (ngawmme: Tassnisdadiusiaulyl, 2554), wih 347-373
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adlnwAuNgnnaIvTIwenIe diusgdendndulymengg frenanns
lanidy wu aglignaudenemauniniugungs Anduausnsiune
PNANBVINAIUAILY WAD19BINaNN1TNILaNADNSNANT L@TnIN

Anuanenia Andesanudunyedlunsuilagmdinauazdaymdug

lugadagiumaumengiundusniunumbunisdenuvisoluises
1 1 v a % o d‘w & 1

a15130ueene) wiglsuleasuunSeunnganansudn Amdalandiliowdn
“WermauninanamuanUsema Sungrgudsdulivnawinuds..”
uaztAnUynenee AsieAUTIN1 azlumEUEILINgITeRUNTIDS
A Ao [ = ~ Yo dy 3 « o 2, M v 1
Wellgunasy wieiiielrsgendulu “mauuseanna” lula useaun
EuLNgTeIUNSElnselEasEsTuEls v IFalnveEL
U asafmUAIEaUAIaUIYRInUlidenAdeIiyu “wannIsaIng”
A [ (=] [y Y a
Musssuiuaunneaukasaulifirawle daudaindesiannumeauily
AUy uans w@snm anuaNenia dndesvoyed lalgonsenaun
TumaduguassarseanvounmAiugIuing 7"

uaidsfioAUTEIuATh e laifiluieiAvSuyveruiusiuen
wazuIn1smsUseifaansaauinadnduuilunisaavungiung
thynanadlosuasTamssaueudy Adavdndvsuyvevy eedlsfinny
ynansnadaiiaseiRmansidutiuls Aemauaglindulunsgying

5oL UNIBINISINELazINAATI1E1UTARAIUNENAIADUVD

? g msafunedsaiiuniseiumeninarilu nda wwuea, aaweds sy = Justice:

What’s the Right Thing to Do?...” waglu 1aud nosnou Nuaddu, gnvesuia:
UYWITUNUa5750d8...”
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wszmanaiuayudnsuyveruld dnAnnziuanadelnlifinag God
atfuayudns @nm anuauenaliuund fnsldanuidelunssid
afuayunaadeulmymeniadies WunsUszmedasnmussamsgensn
mMsedifiodviiniivuvesnuindiinlasansdu qises As nieluduide
wienz AU TWemauaivayuwwImeien-duiis iudu widimaun
dhunRgdesfunmsiieazaudaudsluianannudeiaiumatu
nanansuywery geuazvilvnisndesnarsidubesnnuidenianlss
Binnna uasindoliuiseudauduazausuussiionazduadld

a a

agslsinny AdsaunzTunnadelvnifanueawaivayuans

d‘ a a

wyweu vseldrnudiesemssidnadaulmininisdiessuniesdns
windleuld wazunumgiemawineienuusudalulunisiensndns

LY [

UywETUIINTY Amszsgiumaudnsuendudaszainiu udluasaen
w1 e P55iumaudnsldlauendudaszainiu maudniiunuim
ATUALUANUTALEIATAIUTULIITENINAIEUY IFITUT Wazdinidnun

unduedeulmmanisdiesaivayuaaunisaianifey
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9 Sompam Promta, An Essay Conceming Buddhist Ethics (Bangkok: Chula-
longkorn University Press, 2008), Peter Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhist
Ethics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000) %ﬁﬂﬁaaa\‘u,a'mﬁw”ﬂﬁﬂ
F[efmans wnsaaun wasrduduinanunsafnnuaaunnsaaun aiausven
madiesazatiuayudnsuyweruld wimsmaunazldladuluried “Gvs” i
Ienss vieuRnuNnsAmauatvayuavsuyseululve W @ 9135,
WNGFAIFUINVANSNYwEYY, (NFUNN: drdnuamynITuNTansuYveyy

wiAanR, 2545) udu,

53



075’@45’

ansuazduddnun Ui 3 avui 2

AWeuvenvinglitieiuAafedn dvmnuImmsLaau1auT
ludspulnedagdududuin Aaeumauiaulidaturanansuywevu

o A

o d' U dy I [ [ YY) Y @
Amnufe AasumaunIlazidunaslunisuenaaudnsiusgiviidu
daszaniu weldaiuisaaseanudntazniseasulmniedanuly
A atdvanudniuyvevuiazyszvsulaeeg1sveusssunazidu

sUsssulengls

U tuInNa N

uguLg, LuLAa. (2554). ARG = Justice: What'’s the Right Thing
to Do? walag agal e1yntunna. n3ann: lenudana.

e, 105iuaidu. (2560). Winmluniswe: AMuzavunnn. ualay

Jouna NvinddunleSu. ngamne: lowmudana iudvds 1end,
wizlasUgn waui 14, 28.

Wses5IUgN (Ue. Uyaln). (2546). anduuweyy: F5Nauigumioaaly

A9AL. NTUNN: JNTTTAN.

W3r1vIYH (Useys sundaln). (2540). Usvgnin: vannpdilya)

U 2

gIUAN. NTUNN: AL

Tuaddy, wud nosneu. (2559). aNnveTNIT: UYYITUNUTAIT S0l

s
v a

wUalng 15150 RANNUSANA.

)

fitlon, wawwws. (2559). n75udlav: AawFatuwnmy. wlalne ns Fmduae.
nyanne: Tasiuiana.

54



Aasssulanidy anSayuoyuuasUsznsulng

saly, fes-annd. (2550). dyIUsevIAL/MaNUINGNTNINNITIdeN.

wlalag 30191 ARALNIN. NF8NNY: Huntede.
1391, landia. (2542). peduanngsasasmman). NTUNNA: UR.

T50udy, wn. (2555). iale. wlalaasingsmd gassasimmun. NFenne:
yatisian.

WU 133N, (2545). WnsmaUITUaNSUY Y. AT d1neu
ARENITUNTANTUY B VURAIYA.

gINA IANG. MIFWIF0IULINITT04. UATWFAFUA (17-23 W.8. 2560).

anquy] wnmndday (UTTANENT). (2554). Usrgiveuimsszrisulae.
N3N laseansdndiunaula.

galand, Sv1ia. (2560). MIauI: UseIRmIansaTnsIumauIauyye.
wlalpe @dum 25500dUS Wa. njanna: lamudana Wuivd

LN,

815u0Y, 10Y. 0. (2555). A2IuARN NN RdesvInialadedagui. ulalag
WU 21330, NI @anduiinssend.

Cliteur, Paul. (2010). The secular outlook : in defense of moral and

political secularism. Blackwell public philosophy.

Harvey, Peter. (2000). An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics. New York :

Cambridge University Press

Kant, Immanuel. (1969). Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals.
H.J. Paton (trans, analysed). London: Hutchinson University

Library.

55



/.7’75'2745'

ansuazduddnun Ui 3 avui 2

Mill, John Stuart. (1986). On Liberty. Currin V.Shields (ed). New York:

Macmillan.

Somparn Promta. (2008). An Essay Concerning Buddhist Ethics.

Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Press.

“UnIrmsdmauignliituniedlegaumsalludsnu-iae 1iuaslsuly
ulgu1en791de9” https://www.prachachat.net/news_detail.
php?newsid=1424559050 (FUAuLD 1 5UIIAL 2560)

56



