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Abstract

This article discusses a set of ideas and social practices which
are relevant to the process in which ‘civic education’ cultivates
good citizens in Thailand’s democratic regime. In so doing, it argues
that the patrimonial redistribution of public resources embedded
in Thailand’s political system affects the socialization of ‘citizens’
tremendously and unexpectedly. The article consists of three parts -
the structural limitations to the cultivation of citizenship, the harmful
consequences of those limitations, and the solutions to the pitfalls

of Thailand’s cultivation of good citizens.

Keywords: civic education, patrimonialism, structural limitations
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