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Doing Fieldwork in Deadly Places:

A Reflective Experience

Padtheera Narkurairattana, PhD

Abstract

It has been known that doing fieldwork is the heart of data
collection methods for anthropologists as it is a science meant
to understand human beings, culture, and everyday life behavior
through practicing participatory observation and living in the village.
Those techniques normally can be doneinthe “normal” fields. However,
in dangerous places and deadly zones, an anthropologist might
need special techniques to do fieldwork. This article aims to present
a researchers’ experience and negotiation strategies while doing
fieldwork under fire or in the deadly conflict zone of the Deep South

of Thailand since 2007 onward. The contribution of this study may
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be useful for researchers who are passionate in doing fieldwork in

dangerous fields.

Keywords: Dangerous fieldwork, Southern Thailand, deadly violence,

survival fieldwork strategies, negotiated life.
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